From: Daniel Wackerman [mailto:alaskan.energy@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, May 31, 2013 8:17 AM

To: Mark Earnest

Subject: Commercial Ski Tour Areas Map Proposal

Hello Mark and thank you for your time.

I have been a ski-mountaineering guide here in the Chilkat Valley and surrounding
areas since i graduated high-school here in 1997.

I feel strongly that the current methods of managing the winter Helicopter Skiing
industry need to be revisited. I feel the governing of the industry has stepped away
from the context of citizens true concerns; noise and sensitive habitat.

I believe the parameters the Borough sets in place should; limit the total number,
the location and the frequency of landings at the designated takeoff/landing ports.
It might be a good idea to look at the 'Fixed-Wing' aircraft rules regarding these
proposed parameters in the remote areas outside the Haines Airport.

For now we must visit the changes allowed by the Borough.

After thoroughly visiting the map as currently available i see a few areas needing
amendments:

1) The boundaries must take into consideration the topography of the area. The
boundaries must include the safe pickup zones rather than just following section
lines and the like.

2) As suggested, a 2.5mile 'no-fly' buffer from private homes should be enforced.
Residents should make formal request to be considered.

3) No dates should be included in the maps boundaries. Weather is extremely dynamic
and seems to be getting more so. It is paramount that the industry be allowed to
find the safest, highest quality slopes based on the current weather patterns. These
patterns change often on a daily basis and as the days warm change nearly hourly.
The weather holds by far the strongest parameter set for the ski industry, Borough
language should not include dates to further restrict terrain that may be safe just
hours later or earlier.

4) All sensitive habitat as directed by the Alaska Department of Fish & Game should
be off limits to direct helicopter landings and take offs.

5) Past complaints from citizens should be taken into consideration.
No boundaries should be set in place if access to these areas has not prompted a
legitimate complaint.

6) Amendments to; parameters, maps, codes and restrictions should always be allowed
as more knowledge is gained and technologies advance.

Thank you very much for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Daniel Wackerman

Mile 7.5 Haines, Hwy

Box 1333

Haines, AK 99827

[mobile907-314-1010] [home907-766-3595]



