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Julie Cozzi

From: Mark Earnest
Sent: Thursday, May 30, 2013 10:13 AM
To: Julie Cozzi
Subject: FW: Heliski map proposed amendment
Attachments: Sherrie Goll Heliski Comments.pdf; map Goll.pdf

 
 

From: Sherrie [mailto:riversidealaska@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Thursday, May 30, 2013 10:03 AM 
To: Mark Earnest 
Subject: Heliski map proposed amendment 
 
Dear Mr. Earnest, 
 
Attached please find a proposal to move the heliski tour boundary a minimum of one mile to the west and south from 
the airport to Sullivan Island, a 335 word letter explaining my rationale for the amendment and an illustration of the 
general subject area with the critical area delineated. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Sherrie Goll 
 
 
P.O. Box 261 
Haines, AK 99827 
Phone: 907.766.3717 
Email: riversidealaska@yahoo.com 
 



Dear	  Mayor	  Scott	  and	  Members	  of	  the	  Assembly,	  
	  
I	  am	  writing	  to	  strongly	  urge	  the	  heli-‐ski	  boundary	  on	  the	  mountain	  ridges	  along	  the	  Chilkat	  
River	  between	  the	  airport	  and	  Sullivan	  Island	  be	  moved	  a	  minimum	  of	  one	  mile	  west	  of	  the	  
existing	  boundary.	  
	  
I	  also	  strongly	  urge	  that	  the	  heli-‐ski	  industry	  not	  be	  permitted	  more	  area,	  more	  passengers	  and	  
most	  especially	  that	  the	  helicopter	  season	  not	  be	  extended.	  
	  
From	  the	  outset,	  industry	  representatives	  requested	  that	  heli-‐skiing	  be	  permitted	  in	  the	  Haines	  
Borough	  only	  during	  the	  “shoulder”	  season	  between	  winter	  and	  spring	  and	  strongly	  denied	  the	  
intention	  to	  establish	  other	  types	  of	  helicopter	  tourism	  activities	  that	  would	  subject	  the	  
community	  to	  nearly	  year-‐round	  noise	  pollution.	  These	  statements	  were	  false	  and	  SEABA	  now	  
admits	  it	  desires	  to	  establish	  heli-‐hiking	  and	  other	  activities	  that	  will	  increase	  the	  number	  of	  
helicopter	  flights	  over	  residences	  and	  otherwise	  disturb	  the	  peace	  and	  quiet	  of	  Haines	  that	  
many	  of	  us	  who	  live	  here	  cherish.	  
	  
Borough	  monitoring	  of	  heliski	  activities	  occurring	  on	  only	  two	  random	  days	  in	  one	  season	  
revealed	  6	  violations	  make	  it	  clear	  that	  violations	  take	  place	  every	  day,	  that	  the	  violators	  are	  
scofflaws	  and	  that	  there	  are	  no	  enforced	  sanctions	  for	  permit	  violations.	  With	  the	  industry	  
responsible	  for	  three	  deaths	  over	  a	  12-‐month	  period	  any	  expansion	  of	  these	  high-‐risk	  activities	  
without	  actual	  and	  regular	  monitoring	  by	  the	  permitting	  agency	  makes	  government	  share	  
responsibility	  for	  these	  tragedies.	  
	  	  
A	  minimum	  of	  three	  seasons	  of	  monitored	  compliance	  should	  be	  required	  before	  any	  proposals	  
for	  expansion	  are	  even	  considered.	  
	  
Rural	  Borough	  residents	  are	  not	  being	  protected	  from	  helicopters	  landing	  in	  their	  
neighborhoods	  at	  18	  mile	  and	  at	  Mosquito	  Lake	  where	  industry	  clients	  have	  been	  encouraged	  to	  
recklessly	  shoot	  guns	  in	  populated	  areas.	  Please	  don’t	  allow	  industry	  disrespect	  of	  residents	  to	  
impact	  any	  other	  areas.	  
	  
Helicopter	  activity	  has	  been	  noted	  by	  residents	  on	  the	  Chilkat	  River	  side	  of	  the	  ridge	  in	  violation	  
of	  even	  the	  existing	  boundary.	  Please	  move	  the	  existing	  boundary	  well	  to	  the	  west	  of	  the	  ridge	  
between	  the	  airport	  and	  Sullivan	  Island.	  	  
	  
Thank	  you	  for	  your	  consideration	  of	  these	  comments.	  
	  
Sincerely,	  
	  

	  
Sherrie	  Goll	  
P.O.	  Box	  261	  
Haines,	  AK	  99827	  




