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Alaska Marine Highway Draft Schedule, Summer 2013

The consensus of the Skagway Marine Highway ad hoc committee is that the draft schedule
for Summer 2013 is an improvement over the final 2012 schedule.

The two primary issues raised in the Assembly’s June 26, 2012 letter to Deputy
Commission Captain Neussel seem largely to be resolved:

1. There is a southbound ferry on Sunday (as well as every other day of the week).
There is a northbound ferry (from Juneau) on Thursday (as well as every other day of the
week).

2. Arrivals and departures seem to be regularized, though the draft schedule does not
specify times - only windows. The Malespina arrives at noon or slightly before Tuesday
through Sunday, and departs southbound about 6 PM. The Columbia arrives about 2 PM on
Monday and departs a little after midnight.

[ recommend that we urge the AMHS to adopt the draft schedule as prepared. Please bear
in mind that last year’s draft schedule for 2012 DID provide for a northbound sailing from
Juneau on Thursday - but that sailing was dropped from the final schedule. There was also
very little comment from the Upper Lynn Canal.

One of the goals of the Skagway Marine Highway ad hoc committee is to ensure that the
communities weigh in on the draft 2013 summer schedule. To this end, Skagway is hosting
a round table discussion on August 17. Community members are encouraged “to identify
how factors such as departure and arrival times, wait times, length of voyage, ticket price,
and overall marine highway experience affect the decisions of residents and visitors to ride
the ferry. “ Captain Michael Neussel, Deputy Commissioner of Marine Operations, will be
available to answer questions. I will participate via teleconference. I invite you to join me,
August 17, 5-7 PM, in the Assembly Chambers.

To comment directly to the AMHS in writing, email dot.amhs.comments@alaska.gov prior
to August 28, 212. To comment via the AMHS sponsored teleconference, August 28, dial in
at 10 am: 1-800-315-6338, conference code 3902#.

[ will draft a comment for your consideration during the August 28 Assembly meeting.



