Julie Cozzi

From: George Campbell [outback@alaska.net]
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2013 3:27 PM

To: Julie Cozzi

Cc: Peter Goll; Eric Holle

Subject: please put in "Blue File"

Attachments: Goll-Campbell Assembly Proposal.pdf
Julie,

Could you please add this to the "blue file" for members to look at.
This is alternative wording offered in lieu of the manager's letter posted.

I realize that the assembly may not have the ability to fully accept this, but there have
been many community members that have discussed and contributed to offer unified support.

I will not be able to attend the meeting as I am called to work in Juneau. I will ask Mr.
Goll and Mr. Holle to express their support, and have asked many others.

Thank you for your time, .

George Campbell



The Haines Borough Assembly herewith states its strong support for the Haines
Highway Improvement Project, and the efforts of the Department of Transportation
to maintain its project schedule.

We recognize the safety issues identified by the DOT in its EA, and support their
resolution in a manner consistent with protection of fish and eagle habitats, cultural
resources, the visitor industry and the needs of local residents and property owners.

Throughout its history, the Haines Highway corridor has been very important for
the community and valley residents, offering travel, access to food and places for
recreation. Today’s economy includes visitation to the Chilkat Bald Eagle Preserve
on the Haines Highway National Scenic Byway, increasing the importance of this
transportation link.

Many community members have expressed their desire to collaborate with the DOT
to identify specific locations where cultural, habitat and wildlife concerns are
located within the project to help resolve any matters within the EA process and
design finalization.

We thank the FHWA and DOT representatives who have committed themselves to
respond to these public concerns and address them in a timely manner.

Again, the Haines Borough fully supports road improvements to the Haines Highway
and DOT'’s efforts addressing our community concerns.



Julie Cozzi

From: Carlos Jimenez [carlitojimenez@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2013 12:15 PM

To: haineshighway@alaska.gov

Cc: Julie Cozzi

Subject: support for Haines Highway Project

To Whom it May Conern,

| am writing to you today in support of the Haines Highway Project.

Haines is the town that | have chosen to live and raise my family. We use the Highway to access recreational
areas north of the town site, to travel to Whitehorse and other northern towns, skiing and hiking, berry
picking, fishing, hunting, biking/jogging, and many other things. In the 6.5 years that | have lived full time in
Haines | have also experienced countless close calls with wildlife and human traffic, both while | was
commuting to work up the highway, or biking and being run off the road by an RV. Not only does this highway
provide access to all of the wonderful things our community has to offer, but of equal importance it is possible
to make this a much safer route for the countless annual visitors and the safe transport of trucked
commodities that come to our town and our port. | urge the State to continue with their plan for Haines
Highway improvements, and | for one appreciate the opportunity to support such work.

Thank You,
Carlos Jimenez

P.O. Box 962
Haines, AK 99827



Julie Cozzi

From: Boron, Matthew S (DOT) [matthew.boron@alaska.gov]
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2013 11:24 AM

To: Scholl, James W (DOT); DOT SER HainesHighway
Cc: Julie Cozzi

Subject: Haines Highway reconstruction

To whom it may concern:

I'm writing this to give my full support to the Haines Hwy. upgrades. Small disclosure right up front, I am a DOT
employee, and also the foreman for the Haines Maintenance Station. I am also a 25 year resident of Haines and a
frequent user of the highway, and it is as a long time resident that I comment, not as a DOT employee.

From a safety standpoint, the highway is long overdue for an upgrade. We have many blind corners, very narrow or
nonexistant shoulders, and many places with sub-grade failures to name a few. My wife is an avid runner and bicyclist,
and she won't go past the airport because there is no shoulder or safe zone. When my men plow in the winter, they plow
with zero margin of error. Six inches in, and the road is not wide enough, and six inches further, and they are in the
ditch. The highway truly needs better sight distance and shoulder width. Haines has become quite a destination for
bicycle riders and we have miles of guardrail where there is no more than one foot between the fog line and the
guardrail. This is very unsafe for them and the motorists, trucks, and buses. From a DOT perspective, we struggle to
fight back the vegetation to maintain sight lines, and of course the slide areas at 19 and 23 mile are a constant safety
and cleanup irritation.

For those with environmental concerns, I really think we can point to the body of work that we have already completed.
DOT has already upgraded 25-40 mile. This has to be one of the best stretches of road in Southeast. It's safe and easy
to maintain. Environmentally, it was done with little impact, and what impact there was, was successfully mitigated. The
coho rearing channels built at 35-37 mile have been productive beyond anyone's dream. Any concern there might be
about tree cutting and vegetation removal for realignment, I can counter by pointing out that my crew gets called out 25-
30 times a year to remove trees that have fallen on the road. We have had instances where vehicles have hit the trees,
especially at night. In addition to the trees on the road, we observe even more that fall the other way into the river due
to natural erosion of the Chilkat River. To have a wider, safer ROW is very important and there will still be thousands of
trees left for the birds and animals.

In summary, I have been with DOT for 9.5 years and the foreman for 3.5 of those. My path has easily crossed 80 to 100
other residents in that time. Every single time I talk to someone, they always ask, "When are you guys ever going to do
something about the highway?" No one has ever approached me and asked that we do nothing. I've been approached
by the City Manager, State Representatives, police, and just about everyone else asking about upgrading the highway. I
can say without any reservation that the majority of Haines is totally onboard for highway upgrades based on the
conversations that I have had with so many other residents. Sadly, I think the public comment meetings are often
skewed with opposition, because many of us never know about the meetings, and I have to admit, even had I known, I
don't know if I would have gone, since in my mind, who would need to speak in support of this project? It's a slam dunk,
a no-brainer. I am learning I need to think differently I guess. Interestingly enough, even though I work for DOT, I
didn't even know about the recent meeting in Haines. I don't always read the paper or listen to the radio. I know how
much work has gone into this project and I thank the whole design team and administration in Juneau for your efforts to
keep this project rolling.

Sincerely,

Matthew Boron

Haines Station Foreman &
Airport Manager
907-766-2340



Julie Cozzi

From: Scholl, James W (DOT) [jim.scholl@alaska.gov]
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2013 9:49 AM

To: brad schulze; DOT SER HainesHighway

Cc: Julie Cozzi

Subject: RE: haines highway project

Thank you for your support, Mr. Schultze.

You mention the primary purpose of the project. Actually, the primary purpose of the project is to address highway and
recreational deficiencies and to reduce maintenance of the debris flow areas at MP 19 and MP 23. All of the mining
activities in the area and the Yukon are speculative at this time and may or may not go into production in the future.
The Haines Highway MP 3.5 to 25.3 project has sufficient need whether or not any mining (or pipeline) project goes into
production.

Thanks again,

Jim Scholl
Environmental Analyst
ADOT&PF SE Region

6860 Glacier Highway
POB 112506

Juneau Alaska 99811-2506

jim.scholl@alaska.gov

(907) 465 4498
(907) 465 2016 FAX

From: brad schulze [mailto:schizbrd@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2013 9:05 AM

To: DOT SER HainesHighway
Cc: jcozzi@haines.ak.us
Subject: haines highway project

To whom it may concern,

I am writing in support of the Haines highway improvement project. I'm a full time resident living at 34 mi.
and drive this road to work nearly every day. I am intimately familiar with every twist, turn, bump, lump, dip,
and frost heave to be encountered while negotiating the older sections of the highway. While I would like to see
these maintenance and design issues resolved by a widening and re-alignment for my own personal comfort, the
most important reasons for the re-alignment are for the sake of safety and economics.

There are sections of the old highway that are downright unsafe; I'm sure that the multitude of surveys that
have been performed along this route would have made these issues self evident, and in icy conditions these
irregularities can cause a loss of control. Wildlife is another safety issue; with the narrow or no shoulders,
winding turns, and the brush too close to the road, there is less reaction time to animals in ,or running onto the
road. The opposition is using a concern for eagle safety as their primary reason for trying to halt this project. I
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can't imagine that a wider corridor with better visibility for all parties concerned would not also be a benefit to
the eagles. I really don't believe that the proximity of the road to any "roosting trees" has any effect on the birds
because I can tell by the placid look on their faces as I drive by that they really don't care. In fact a wider
corridor through eagle viewing area would be much safer for the motorists and the idiot photographers who
stand in the road instead of utilizing the nice big pullouts that were put there for their use.

It's my understanding that the primary motivation behind this project has been that it would make this
highway more user friendly for badly needed economically stimulating projects like a pipeline supply route or a
mine. Any such attempt at economic development would also be ardently opposed by this same very vocal
minority who seem to have nothing better to do than make sure Haines turns into a ghost town fit for nothing to
live in but fuzzy little animals and hippies.(well, same thing)

Please understand that the silent majority is silent not because they agree with the squeaky wheels or
because they don't care. They are silent because they are busy trying to scratch out a living in this dying town
and don't have resources that the big-money-backed conservation groups have.

Thank you,
Brad Schulze
767-5430



From: Maria Brooks [mailto:silver runner50@hotmail.com]
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2013 9:00 AM

To: DOT SER HainesHighway

Subject:

To whom it may concern:

| am writing in response to the delay in repairing the Haines Highway. My husband, Keith, and |
have lived in Haines for thirty-four and thirty-five years respectively. We live at 26-mile and
Keith travels to town every day for work and | go to town at least once a week for shopping,
appointments, etc. The highway is our only means of transportation and the deterioration of it
definitely makes the commutes more uncomfortable and unpleasant.

Another aspect to be considered is the tourists who come to Haines in motorhomes, campers,
etc. Haines is one of the most beautiful spots in Alaska and to have the only road to get here be
substandard would make their experience here be not so favorable and also possibly unsafe for
their vehicles.

We also have sporting events where riding bikes or running on too narrow shoulders puts
participants in dangerous situations.

We would definitely be in support of going ahead with the proposed improvements on the
Haines Highway.

Sincerely,

Maria and Keith Brooks

Mile 1.8 Chilkat Lake Road

Haines, Ak. 99827



From: Mau and Abbie Cedeno [mailto:mauandabbiecedeno@hotmail.com]
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2013 8:15 AM

To: DOT SER HainesHighway

Subject: Haines highway Rennovation

Dear Sir/Madame:

I am writing to petition you to move forward with the plan to renovate the
portion of highway which extends from 3 mile to 25 mile. We have been anxiously
waiting and hoping for this highway improvement for a number of years. Now we
are informed that once again a very vocal minority are trying to stall an
improved and safer quality of life for Haines and Chilkat Valley residents.

The current highway with its blind curves, lack of shoulders and guard rails, and
curves pitched at the wrong angle, is causing multiple accidents every year.
Please improve the highway and bridges and keep the people safe!

There is an argument being made by a few that the new highway will make it unsafe
for the local wildlife and habitat. The portion of highway from 26 mile to the
border which was redone a number of years ago has given us ample opportunity to
prove that the exact opposite is true. With blind curves removed and wide
shoulders added, we can now see the animals from a safe distance and have room to
pull over on that stretch of highway. Not to mention, the PEOPLE are kept safer
by avoiding more accidents.

My husband and I drive the entire stretch of highway from 26 mile to town twice
every day, year round, to get to work. We can personally attest to the number of
accidents and narrow misses caused by the condition of and lack of visibility on
the highway. Please improve the highway and bridges to allow residents and
visitors alike safe passage in this beautiful valley.

Many thanks,

Mauricio and Abbie Cedefio

Sent from my iPhone



Julie Cozzi

From: Eagles Nest Motel [eaglesnest@aptalaska.net]
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2013 7:52 AM

To: haineshighway@alaska.gov

Cc: Julie Cozzi

Subject: Haines Road Project

To Whom It May Concern:

| am a Haines resident and | am in full support of the current project to improve the Haines Highway from 25 mile to
town.

The sections of road in this in this project have become outdated and as a result have many dangerous elements. Most
of the road is a non-passing zone due to many curves without the proper sight lines. Some curves don’t even have the
minimum curve radius. Shoulders are non existent in many spots, no adequate turnouts and lack of space on the
shoulder for even a broke down vehicle to pull over add to the need for replacement and updating.

Wells Bridge needs replacement due to rough approaches on both ends, and significantly narrow lanes. When it was
built over 50 years ago it probably matched the road, now it doesn’t.

Each year there are slides at the area between 19 and 23 mile, closing the road for hours to days depending on the
severity of the slide. Travelers are at the very least delayed during these times either stuck on the upside of the slide or
on the town side. There have been times when vehicles have been trapped in the muck, so far no injuries have
occurred.

Recreational access points are very limited in number and adequate space for pulling onto. The area receives a lot of
use from locals as well as out of towners, we promote this as a great fishing and hiking area yet we don’t have safe

access to much of it. People will instead park along white line just barely off the driving lane and go recreate anyway,
especially dangerous in the early winter when we have many eagle watchers and the road is narrowed to do snowfall.

This project would improve the road system to be allow for more commerce whether it be tour buses, additional
passenger vehicles or mining and freight trucks, we need this for our economy to survive.

Sincerely,

Janis Horton
imhorton@aptalaska.net
PO Box 250

Haines, AK 99827




Julie Cozzi

From: Shane Horton [sdhorton@aptalaska.net]
Sent: Sunday, August 11, 2013 7:42 PM

To: haineshighway@alaska.gov

Cc: Julie Cozzi

Subject: highway improvement project

| am fully in favor of the current project to improve the Haines Highway from 25 mile to town. | have some special
circumstances that give me some insight into the road. | work for the Alaska state highway department and this section
is the snowplow route that | am responsible for.

The section being discussed is old, worn out and dangerous. The sight lines on curves are insufficient. The shoulders are
nonexistent. The guard rails are substandard and the road way itself is failing in many areas.

Wells bridge is narrow and the approaches are extremely rough. It is basically a one way bridge when we cross with a
snow plow.

This is a designated scenic highway and yet is unsafe to drive on. Pullouts have poor sightlines and egress onto the road
is dangerous.

There are several very active slide zones for both land/mud slides and snow slides. These present a very real hazard,
there have been vehicles trapped in them and they present a very real threat to safety. They close down the highway for
several hours or at times days at a time and as this is the only route to town and medical attention this is unacceptable.

We should be building a road to service the Haines area for the next fifty years, not the last fifty years. The bridge, the
shoulders, the guard rails and so on need to be designed and constructed to handle the heavier traffic that may include
mine trucks, freight trucks, large tour busses, motor homes and passenger cars. A failure to build now and to build to a
higher standard would be extremely foolish and would end up costing a lot more money in the long run as well as
endangering the motoring public every day.

Shane Horton



From: Marlys Johnson [mailto:marlys johnson@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2013 7:29 AM

To: DOT SER HainesHighway

Cc: jcozzi@haines.ak.us; Stephanie Scott

Subject: Haines Highway

To Whom It May Concern,

As a resident of Haines at 26 Mile for over 30 years, I want to place my full support for the
improvements to the Haines Highway. I have transported hundreds of students from our little
private school for swim lessons, various town programs, as well as adults getting to our Chilkat
Bakery and Restaurant for early morning baking (before we sold it). I've also led many
geological field trips over the years and students have kept themselves "entertained" by counting
the 103 curves from 26 Mile to town! We have faced every danger imaginable over the years
and the present plan to improve the road and make it safer was one of the best news I've heard!
It means SAFETY for so many of us that need to more carefully drive that early morning
stretch on such unpredictable roads. Many of us are still driving the Haines Highway daily -
summer and winter - and we know the dangers.

I am very aware of some of the environmental needs but over the years I've seen our road
builders work overtime to try to help improve conditions as well as honor and make allowances
for various wildlife viewings. Safer roads mean safer wildlife protection and today I place my
vote for PEOPLE SAFETY and as well. Safe roads, bicycle paths, snow removal areas, and
general increasing of visibility is important for the protection of the residents of Haines as well
as advancing our community for the welcoming of a larger traveling society. I'm sure that the
early morning plow drivers would welcome safer and straighter roads as well | I FULLY
SUPPORT the improvements to the Haines Highway !

Marlys J. Johnson
26 Mile resident



From: L Gram [mailto:lgram44@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2013 7:29 AM

To: DOT SER HainesHighway; jcozzi@haines.ak.us
Subject: highway imrovement project

Hello,

Just a note to encourage the Haines Highway Improvement to move forward. I drive approx
10,000 miles a year in my work with REACH and never without a prayer for safety! The curves
and blind spots are esp unnerving with the mix of bicycles, semitrucks, RVs and tour buses. In
Winter, the hywy is even more treacherous with ice and snow factors.

Thanks Very Much,
Lois Wiggins



From: Glen Martin [mailto:glen.m@aptalaska.com]

Sent: Monday, August 12, 2013 5:43 AM

To: DOT SER HainesHighway

Subject: Haines Highway Improvements Milepost 3.5 to 25.3 (Airport to Bluffs)

Dear DOT,

The project is needed to address:

1. Highway curves:

a. 85% of the curves are below minimum curve length and 25% are below minimum curve radius for a 55
mph roadway, and

b. 85% of the corridor is a no passing zone.

. Highway shoulders currently do not currently provide:

. a recovery area for vehicles that leave the driving lane,

N

a

b. for emergency storage of disabled vehicles,
. a safe width for pedestrian and bicycle use,
. for snow management and storage, and

c
d

e. for maintenance vehicle space to work safely outside of the driving lanes.

3. Highway pavement has exceeded its 20-year design life and is showing signs of substantial wear.

4. Driveways entering the highway do not have minimum sight distance for a 55 mph design speed.

5. The Chilkat River (Wells) Bridge is deficient because:
a. it was built in 1958, has exceeded its 50-year design life, and is showing signs of deterioration,

b. it is 24 feet wide and does not match the 28-foot wide highway pavement
c. it does not meet the 55 mph design speed standard,
d. there are no shoulders for disabled vehicles or for pedestrian and bicycle use, and

e. it does not meet current seismic standards and places the bridge at increased risk of collapse during a
seismic event.

6. Debris flow near MP 19 and 23 cause erosion and damage to the roadway, highway closures, and frequent
maintenance to clear deposits, with depths of up to 20 feet.

7. The Haines Highway between MP 3.5 and 25.3 has deficiencies for recreational users, including vehicles,
bicyclists, and pedestrians:

a. Many vehicle turnouts do not meet sight distance or intersection criteria,

b. There is inadequate parking for the Mount Ripinski Trail, and

c. Pedestrians and bicyclists share the highway with vehicles—the 12-foot traffic lanes and 2-foot shoulders
are not designed for pedestrian and bicycle use.

I have used this highway and have concerns about its existing condition. This highway receives
significant use by local residents, tourism, commercial traffic, and Canadian’s and for public safety
needs to be improved. Please make this project a priority for your highway improvement funds.

Thank you,
Glen

Glen D. Martin

2221 Cook Ave

Port Townsend, WA 98368
(360) 385-7975



Julie Cozzi

From: Leonard Banaszak [lenban@aptalaska.net]
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2013 2:26 AM

To: haineshighway@alaska.gov; Julie Cozzi
Subject: Needed Haines Hwy improvements

To whom it may concern:

| am writing to voice my complete support for the projected highway improvements from 3.5-25 mile Haines
Hwy. | have lived at 26 mile since 1983 (30 years) and have traveled the highway daily to work in the town of
Haines.

Apparently, there were a larger number of people attending the open meeting who voiced objections to the
road improvements than were there to support it. The vast majority of people in Haines are supportive of
improving the road to make it safer and more comfortable to drive. I'm sure to most, it would therefore seem
unnecessary to attend a meeting in support of something so obviously beneficial to the community. So the
seeming lack of support for the improvements was not indeed a lack of support, but the obvious, self-evident
fact that this road is in serious disrepair and is very much in need of upgrading.

| can understand how the preservationists would like to see the Haines Hwy continue to be a quaint, scenic,
meandering road for nostalgic reasons. There also seems to be a concern on their part that an improved road
would lead to increased commercial use. However, increased commercial use will be based on economics, not
road quality.

We cannot continue to live in the past but have to consider the very real infrastructure and safety concerns
facing those who travel the road on a daily or even occasional basis. We also have to consider the tourists and
travelers that use the road throughout the year.

| know that there have been numerous and sufficient studies regarding the road improvements completed
already in preparation for the work to be done. These include studying the roadbed condition, visibility,
environmental and animal impact, etc. | would like to list my own personal observations from driving the road
on a daily basis.

1. The roadbed itself is in extremely poor condition. Many bumps and dips have developed in the road
due to deterioration of the road substrate. In the winter this is further exacerbated by the effect of frost
heaves, etc. Just this last winter a truck lost an entire axle going across one of the more serious heaves in the
road. There are areas in the road with such washboard conditions that an unsuspecting person could be wash-
boarded right off the road if caught off-guard. There is a particularly bad area on the southbound lane on an S
curve between 17-18 mile.

2. There are an extremely high number of blind curves and S curves all along the highway making it
potentially dangerous by making it difficult to be aware of what might be ahead or behind a vehicle. Just last
week | was on an S curve at 13 mile and an emergency vehicle suddenly appeared behind me with lights
flashing going at least 60-70 mph on route to an emergency. Because of the S curve, there was not much
warning of his approach for me, or warning to him that | was just ahead.



| also know a person once traveling on the road while it was snowing and just barely being missed by a snow
plow traveling at them on the same side of the road. The plow only missed the vehicle because the operator
had the presence of mind to lift the plow in time to go over the hood of the car. No collision! The snow plows
have to travel at a fairly fast speed in order to properly move the snow off of the road and eliminating the
blind curves, straightening the road and widening the shoulders would make it much safer for the
maintenance crews to perform their year-round duties.

In the summer we already have quite a number of commercial vehicles on the road, many in the form of full
sized passenger buses carrying tourists for various tour operations. We also have rafting companies with
trucks hauling long trailers with rafts for the river trips. Certainly, a straighter smoother road would greatly
increase the safety of those passengers and raft-carrying vehicles. We also have numbers of single and tandem
tractor trailers hauling fuel and supplies back and forth on the highway. They would also benefit from an
improved road.

Throughout the entire year, in all weather conditions, we have numbers of travelers using the Haines Hwy for
access to and from the lower 48 via our Alaska Ferry System. Most of them have no idea of the many
problems they will encounter on the Haines Hwy since they are used to driving on roads that have been
upgraded to highway standards. It is not uncommon to even see military convoys, or motorcycle groups
traveling the road to the interior. | shudder to think of a motorcycle unsuspectingly hitting one of washboard
sections at highway speeds and losing control.

3. There is virtually no shoulder area along either side of the road the entire way. The recommendation
that the shoulder would be expanded to 6’ is an encouragement to bicyclists, joggers and walkers. The
smallest shoulder of only a few inches occurs where there are guard rails on the river side of the road. There
are a considerable number of both local and long distance tourist bicycle riders that travel the entire length of
the road continually throughout the summer as well as bicycle tour groups that use the highway.

Over and over again throughout the years | have come across bicyclists who are squeezed between a narrow,
inadequate shoulder and/or guardrail and vehicles coming from both directions at the same time. A few years
ago, | passed a traveling family of 5 bicycles, 2 of which were towing wheeled child carts behind. As |
approached, | saw that they were being pressed against a very inadequate shoulder to stay out of harm’s way
from vehicles passing in both directions at the same time. Many of the locals have expressed concern over the
lack of shoulder to ride, jog or walk safely on the highway.

Along with the very narrow shoulders, there is usually a ditch or drop-off directly on the outside of the
shoulders. This makes it virtually impossible to adequately pull off the road for emergencies or tire repairs,
etc. There is just no place to go in most places. Imagine how someone on a bicycle would feel with no place to
go except into a ditch or down a ravine if traffic crowds them over. All it would take would be a small
irregularity in the road or a piece of debris or even a stone to pitch a person’s bike into traffic. A 6’ shoulder
would do much to greatly alleviate this safety concern. All one needs to do is drive the section from 25 mile to
the border to see what a great improvement this would be.

Since | travel the road all year for work, | have seen countless vehicles that have gone off the road due to ice,
snow and the very dangerous black ice that we experience here in Haines on a regular basis. You can be
traveling on what you think is blacktop and suddenly find yourself on black ice. With the road straightening
and wider shoulders, a driver would have a much better chance of recovery in the event of a skid. | once
picked up some photographers who were here for Eagle viewing. They went off the road on the 10 mile curve
and ended up in 3 feet of water in sub-zero temperatures, soaked to the skin, extremely expensive cameras
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and telephoto lenses ruined. | turned up the heat in my vehicle and took them to the hotel where they were
staying. Fortunately, they were not seriously injured even though their equipment and rented vehicle was
ruined.

4, The idea that the road improvement is somehow going to interfere with the wildlife is a myth. As |
travel the entire section of highway to be improved, | see all kinds of wildlife that totally ignores the fact that a
vehicle is going by. | regularly see eagles hanging on trees that are closest to the road, flying right over the
vehicle and generally ignoring the fact that | am driving by at all. In the peak fall eagle season, there are so
many eagles hanging on the trees next to the road they look like Christmas tree ornaments. They don’t even
move when vehicles go by.

Even moose will often stay put as you drive by. | have seen bears just continue to eat right next to the road
while cars park in a line to watch them while other cars continue to drive by.

In addition, with the poor condition of the road as it is, it is not an uncommon occurrence that moose are
struck by vehicles on the highway. It would seem logical, that if the road were straightened, road bed
improved, shoulders widened, foliage cleared, it would result in much fewer accidents hitting moose.
Accidents usually occur when a vehicle comes around a curve and there are moose standing in the road. An
improved road would make visibility better and therefore safer for both moose and driver.

| would venture that an improved and widened road with wider shoulders would enhance the safety for the
animals and place them at an even safer distance from the traffic than they are with the road in its current
condition.

Also, in times of heavy snows, the same thing happens with trees that have been knocked down onto the
road. You come around a curve during a heavy snowfall and there is a tree across the road. Difficult to stop on
fresh snow.

5. Both the Wells bridge and 26 mile steel bridge are woefully inadequate, too narrow and seriously
deteriorating. If you can imagine, the 26 mile steel bridge has wooden planking for a surface, can only
accommodate one-way traffic and is barely tall enough to allow log and equipment trucks to cross. The upper
trusses have been hit by loaded trucks on a number of occasions.

As with the 26 mile bridge, the Wells bridge is too narrow, has no place for bicycles or pedestrians, has
exceeded its life expectancy and is in need of replacement.

6. The road is in poor condition and fails to meet normal safety standards required of highways. Since we
now have federal funding available, it would make sense to take advantage of that fact and proceed with the
projected improvements now while the funding is available. For certain, if we don’t make the improvements in
a planned and systematic way now while funding is available, and we can proceed in our own timing, we will
definitely be forced to make repairs without the federal funding in a very unplanned and inadequate way as
the road deterioration necessitates inadequate stop-gap emergency measures and repairs. The result being
the continuation of using a deteriorating, sub-standard, poor quality, patch-work road.

7. A final consideration is that an improved road, would make travel within our Borough more attractive
to travelers, tourists, and visitors with increased, safe and proper road pullouts and a much more pleasant
driving experience. It would also be easier to move much needed supplies in and out of Haines by road. Haines
has a very limited source of outside income and having a safe attractive road would incentify travel to Haines
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and improve our economy. Even people from Juneau, our closest city enjoy travel to Haines as a break from
being on the closed road system in Juneau.

Many detailed studies and plans regarding the road improvements have already been made. In conclusion, |
recommend we proceed with the much needed road improvements as scheduled without any additional
costly and unnecessary studies which will do nothing to reveal any speculative problems which are imagined
to occur.

| respectfully submit this for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Leonard Banaszak

26 mile Haines Hwy

HC 60 Box 2631 Haines, AK 99827

0 =907-767-5757, Cell =907-314-0150
LenBan@aptalaska.net




Julie Cozzi

From: Jamie Knudsen [jamiemknudsen@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2013 12:11 AM

To: haineshighway@alaska.gov

Cc: Julie Cozzi

Subject: Haines Highway

Dear Sirs,

I am writing in support of the Haines Highway Upgrade Project from 3.5 mile to 25.3. The Haines highway is a
bloodline for southeast Alaska and the Haines economy. My family owns property at 26 mile Haines Highway
and use the road and bridges to access our property year round. The only way for us to access our property,
which is used by four generations, is to cross both bridges along the Haines Highway. I am in full support of
doing whatever it takes to make the roads and bridges safer and up to the current standards. The highway is
used by motor vehicles, bicycles, joggers, dog walkers, photographers, fishermen, and wild animals. The sight
distance is very low which makes it dangerous to travel any time of the day and with very few places to pull
over for emergencies, sight seeing, and recreational use. Twice a family member has had to been transported
to Haines clinic by ambulance and they had to pull over to get an IV in because the road

was so bumpy. We rely on the Haines EMT and Fire Department and Klehini Fire Department to respond to
medial and fire emergencies. If these services and response times are slowed down because of the condition of
the highway, it creates concern for everyone who resides along the Haines Highway.

The Haines highway is a bloodline that links Southeast with the national highways and links Southeast to the
Interior. If the highway doesn’t get improved, we will loose our travelers who use it year-round and Haines’

economy will only get worse. As a permanent year-round resident of Haines for the past 25 years, I have three
children and make my living here. The economy of Haines is very important to my family's survival.

Jamie M. Knudsen, resident of Haines and the Chilkat Valley for 25 years
PO Box 1305

Haines, AK 99827
907-766-3011 | 907-303-3008




Julie Cozzi

From: Terry & Bonnie Sharnbroich [sharnbro@aptalaska.net]
Sent: Sunday, August 11, 2013 1:35 PM

To: hainehighway@alaska.gov

Subject: Haines Highway Improvement Project

8/11/13

Jim Scholl

DOT&PF Southeast Region
P.O. Box 112506
Juneau, AK

Dear Mr. Scholl,

We are writing this letter in support of the Haines Highway Project. We have lived in Haines for 46 years,
raised our 3 children here, and have been up and down the Haines Highway many times.

We are looking forward to the proposed improvements in the highway with wider lanes and shoulders and
straightening of the roadway. The completed improvements from 25 mile to the border have made a huge
difference to us in terms of safety and enjoyment of the drive. We have both volunteered for many years at
the Kluane to Chilkat International Bike Race at the 19 mile check station and we can both attest to the safety
issues that arise with no shoulders for the bicyclists to ride on and with the many curves and fewer pullouts on
the highway between 25 mile and town. The proposed road improvement will help greatly in this regard.

In just seems like common sense that if you have something of value (the Haines Highway being a major
transportation artery to Canada and Northern Alaska) that you expect to do upkeep and make improvements
and this project will certainly do that.

As to the concerns that some seem to have about the eagles, I'm sure that your EA has already addressed
those since the highway goes through the eagle preserve. As life long Alaskans we have lived with and
enjoyed watching eagles,and we have also seen many eagles perched in trees watching numerous logging
trucks going up and down the highway in the 1970’s as well as other trucks and vehicles continuing to the
present time. We have also seen an eagle perched right near a rock crusher and rather than being deterred,
they seem to be enjoying the show! The many safety issues that now occur with visitors stopping in the
roadway to view eagles will be greatly helped by wider roadways and shoulders, more pullouts & better sight
lines with the straightening of the highway.

We appreciate the work the DOT&PF has already done in preparing for this construction project and look
forward to the improvements to the highway.

Please consider this email as 2 people in strong support of the Haines Highway Project!

Sincerely,

Terry and Bonnie Sharnbroich



Julie Cozzi

From: Haines Chamber of Commerce [chamber@haineschamber.org]
Sent: Friday, August 09, 2013 2:49 PM

To: haineshighway@alaska.gov

Cc: Senator Bert Stedman; jonathan.s.kt@gmail.com; Julie Cozzi
Subject: Haines Highway Letter of Support

August 8, 2013

Dear Sirs,

The Haines Chamber of Commerce writes this letter in support of the Alaska DOT Haines Highway upgrades
and improvements. The Haines Chamber represents 140 business and individuals in the Chilkat Valley.

The mission of the Greater Haines Chamber of Commerce is to promote economic growth that contributes to
the local quality of life by:

* Advocating the interests of its membership to the community and government organizations.

* Facilitating cooperative programs that provide the resources necessary for business.

* Educating its members and the community on the importance of a sustainable economy.

The Haines Highway is a major highway linking Southeast Alaska with the national highway system and is the
primary surface transportation link between Southeast Alaska and Interior Alaska.The purpose of this project is
to address:

1. Highway deficiencies between MP 3.5 and 25.3 and bring the highway up to a 55 mph design standard,;
2. Bridge deficiencies;

3. Highway instability caused by debris and water flooding; and

4. Recreational access deficiencies.

The ADOT&PF commissioned an impact analysis for planning (IMPLAN) model to assess the full impact of
construction of the Proposed Action for Haines Highway improvements on the economy of the Haines Borough,
the results of which are shown as Appendix B of the Environmental Assessment. The IMPLAN summary
projects the following: the direct, indirect and induced impacts of Proposed Action construction activity on the
Haines economy are as follows:

o Business revenue will amount to an estimated $178 million over the life of the project;

o Of that amount, nearly $108 million will stay in within the Haines Borough economy; and

o This activity will create about 300 full time equivalent (FTE) jobs per year over the life of the project,
with a total payroll of $91 million within the Haines Borough.

Haines Chamber urges the Alaska DOT to proceed through the project schedule for the Haines Highway
reconstruction and Chilkat Bridge replacement, MP 3.5-25.3, through the STIP process as expeditiously as
practicable.

Sincerely,

The Greater Haines Chamber of Commerce



Board of Directors

The mission of the Greater Haines Chamber of Commerce is to promote economic growth that contributes to
the local quality of life by:

* Advocating the interests of its membership to the community and government organizations.
* Facilitating cooperative programs that provide the resources necessary for business.
* Educating its members and the community on the importance of a sustainable economy.




Julie Cozzi

From: Peter Goll [psgoll@yahoo.com]

Sent: Friday, August 09, 2013 12:37 PM

To: Jim Scholl; Bill Hanson; Ben Ellis; Randall Bates; Stephanie Scott; Julie Cozzi; Steve
Brockmann; Michael Eberhardt; DOT SER HainesHighway; cora.campbell@alaska.gov;
Jonathan Kreiss-Tomkins; Warnock, Nils; jane.gendron@alaska.gov;
john.barnett@alaska.gov; alex.viteri@dot.gov; david.c.miller@dot.gov;
chuck.correa@alaska.gov

Subject: Bill Thomas/Peter Goll Public Comment Haines Highway Improvements

From Bill Thomas and Peter Goll

To the Editor of the Chilkat Valley News, the Department of Transportation and related government agencies and
interested citizens.

For a total of 16 years, we served as State Representatives for Haines. We have both partnered and disagreed over
issues in the past.

This letter is to express our joint support regarding the improvement of Haines Highway, and to ask the community to
avoid conflict that could delay the project.

Here is our position on Haines Highway improvements:

ok wnpE

oo

Safety concerns must be addressed in a responsible manner.

Cultural and burial sites should be respected and protected.

Fisheries habitat damaged in past projects must be repaired.

New damage to fish passage must not occur.

Habitats required for the eagle gathering should be respected.

Eagle trees important to the tourism industry should be protected. It is understood that the trees on the river
side of the highway promote safety as they discourage birds from swooping down low over the road causing
accidents.

Parking areas and speed limits should ensure safety in the Preserve.

Guardrails should be improved and strengthened.

Conflicts in the community should be avoided in order to promote this project successfully and retain
community harmony.

10. Fish wheels need to be retained.

This statement is approved by retired Reps Peter Goll and Bill Thomas. For confirmation, officials may contact either of
us at any time.

Bill Thomas Peter Goll
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Julie Cozzi

From: Barbara [bj@takshanuktrail.com]

Sent: Friday, August 09, 2013 9:25 AM

To: Julie Cozzi

Subject: Letter of Support to Assembly for Haines Highway Improvements

Attachments: Haines Borough Resol No. 12-11-420 - Haines Highway Reconstruction Suppo....pdf

Dear Respected Mayor and Assembly Members,

I am writing this letter to urge you to write comments of support to the Alaska Department of Transportation for the
Haines Highway improvements project, MP 3.5-25.3. I've attached with this email the resolution of support this same
assembly passed unanimously in November of 2012. Since this time more information has been presented to address
concerns our community has had and more public meetings have been held to gather residents’ insight on the proposed
upgrades.

Besides the much needed positive economic impacts this project will have on our community, these improvements will
also make our highway safer for recreational users. Haines has branded itself as the Adventure Capital of Alaska. More
and more recreationists travel this road by bicycle, running, and walking. Users often are looking for a place to hike as
well. These upgrades will insure the safety of our outdoor enthusiasts.

Please support our state DOT to get this project in motion.

Thank you for the time you dedicate to our community!

Sincerely,

Barbara J. Mulford

Office: 907-766-3179

Cell: 907-209-5153

PO Box 1122
Haines, AK 99827

Haines...The Adventure Capital of Alaska
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HAINES BOROUGH, ALASKA Adopted

RESOLUTION No. 12-11-420

A RESOLUTION OF THE HAINES BOROUGH ASSEMBLY SUPPORTING THE
HAINES HIGHWAY RECONSTRUCTION AND CHILKAT BRIDGE REPLACEMENT
MP 3.5-25.3 PROJECT WITH THE CHILKAT RIVER BRIDGE DESIGNED AND
CONSTRUCTED TO THE HIGHEST POSSIBLE INDUSTRIAL STANDARD.

WHEREAS, the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (ADOT&PF) is
responsible for the planning, design, and implementation of the state transportation program;

and

WHEREAS, the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) is the state’s four-year
program for transportation; and

WHEREAS, the Haines Highway, including the Chilkat River Bridge, are part of the state
transportation system; and

WHEREAS, the Haines Highway Reconstruction and Chilkat Bridge Replacement MP 3.5-25.3
project (hereinafter “Project”) is included in the 2012-2015 STIP; and

WHEREAS, the Project will greatly address safety issues, including alignment, grades, curve
radii, debris flow problems, and width, including installing 6-foot shoulders on both lanes for
bicycle safety, as well as promote access, economic development, and jobs; and

WHEREAS, the Haines Borough Comprehensive Plan supports transportation safety
improvements, access, jobs, and economic development, including ensuring that the Haines
Highway can support the safe transport heavy industrial loads to and from the Yukon and
Interior Alaska; and

WHEREAS, the Haines Highway Reconstruction and Chilkat Bridge Replacement MP 3.5-25.3
project is important for future economic development opportunities that could provide a benefit
to the Borough, State of Alaska, and the Nation,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Haines Borough requests that the Governor,
the Alaska State Legislature, and the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities
to support Haines Highway Reconstruction and Chilkat Bridge Replacement MP 3.5-25.3
projects, with the Chilkat River Bridge designed and constructed to the highest possible
industrial standard;

AND, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Haines Highway Reconstruction and Chilkat Bridge
Replacement MP 3.5-25.3 project schedules proceed through the STIP process as expeditiously
as practicable.

Adopted by a duly-constituted quorum of the Haines Borough Assembly on this 27th day of

| St L SEA

Stept‘@nie Scott, Mayor

Attest:

Julie Qozzi, MMC, Bor‘e&\jh Clerk




From: "Correa, Charles W (DOT)" <chuck.correa@alaska.gov>

Date: August 9, 2013, 5:22:52 PM AKDT

To: Stephanie Scott <mayor_scott@haines.ak.us>, "Scholl, James W (DOT)"
<jim.scholl@alaska.gov>

Subject: RE: Project timelines

Hi Mayor Scott,

It's not FHWA per se, that is driving the timeline, it's the closing of their federal fiscal year.
Their fiscal year ends on September 30, and by that date we have either captured their money in
this fiscal year, or we haven't. There's nothing they (or we) can do about their requirement to
close out funding years.

However, we are actively addressing public concerns and we have been in contact with Mr. Goll
and others, and we're a bit more confident today than we were a couple days ago. I expect we'll
probably be back up there in the next few days to go over some of our changes and ideas with
some of the folks that have expressed concerns. If we do, we'll try to keep you in the loop, too.

Thanks for your offer of help.

Chuck.

From: Stephanie Scott [mailto:mayor scott@haines.ak.us]
Sent: Friday, August 09, 2013 4:37 PM

To: Scholl, James W (DOT); Correa, Charles W (DOT)
Subject: Project timelines

Hi Jim, Chuck,

I have had an unpredictable day, but I did pick up your message at the office and I did return
your call - but not until 4 PM - perhaps you were both beginning a well deserved weekend. I
hope so! Do you think we could try to talk Monday morning?

I have been told by Mr. Goll that the Federal Highway Administration is driving the timeline. If
DOT feels that it would benefit the project to adjust the timeline in anyway; and if it would be
possible to appeal to FHA to do so, we would be pleased to help.

Stephanie
Stephanie Scott

Mayor, Haines Borough
907-766-2231 ext.30



From: "Lewis, Steve" <steve b_lewis@fws.gov>

Date: August 8, 2013, 5:18:40 PM AKDT

To: Stephanie Scott <mayor_scott@haines.ak.us>

Subject: Re: FW: 68606 HNS: MP 3.5 to 25.3 / Eagle paper

Hi Stephanie,

I'm pretty new at wearing several hats (Eagle biologist for FWS, Member of the Advisory
Council) so I'm not always sure how to comment. We (the FWS) are working with DOT on the
project and I doubt we will be a huge impediment to the project. My comments about the DNR
director's choice of articles to base his decision on was purely because I'm familiar with the eagle
literature and that is not a paper I would cite to show that some of the issues with the road are

ok.

Anyway, I do not have a lot of heartburn about the project. My biggest concern is where trees
located near salmon spawning habitat are being removed, especially when those trees are
between the road and the river (regardless of whether it falls in the boundary of the Critical
Habitat zone but does fall in the Council Grounds area). I worry that eagles will then be
perching across the road and flying over to the river with increased risk of vehicle strikes.

I'm not too worried about nesting eagles because 1) no nests will be removed; 2) there seem to be
lots of trees that could hold nests; 3) DOT is very willing to work with us to minimize issues
with those nesting birds.

So, I am just trying to bring a scientific perspective to the group and offer my expertise as an
eagle biologist to help folks understand the issues.

Thanks,
Steve

On Thu, Aug 8, 2013 at 5:01 PM, Stephanie Scott <mayor_scott@haines.ak.us> wrote:

Dear Steve,

Thank you for adding the context to this paper. | was confused by the lack of a date of publication on
the document. | understand that DOT is now working with FWS and ADF&G to consider a study of the
impact of roosting trees on eagles. | know that is a hopelessly broad statement, but | think the
conversation is in early stages.

This highway project is very important to us. The highway poses great risks to transportation of the

increasing volumes of freight moving through the Haines Port to the Yukon. | hope that we can resolve
differences so that the lives of eagles, fish, and humans can all be protected.

Stephanie



From: Lewis, Steve [mailto:steve b lewis@fws.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, August 07, 2013 5:50 PM

To: Stephanie Scott

Cc: Preston M (DNR) Kroes; Mike Eberhardt; Steve Vick; Evangeline Willard; tim mcdonough;
Jones Hotch; Roy Josephson; Greg Palmieri; Bachman, Randall (DFG); Rich Chapell; Harriet
Brouillette; psgoll@yahoo.com

Subject: Re: FW: 68606 HNS: MP 3.5 to 25.3 / Eagle paper

Council Members,

I am very curious how the director used the paper that Stephanie sent us. For clarity, that paper
was a presentation given at a symposium on Eagle Biology and Management in 1990. The
symposium presentations were turned into manuscripts for publication and then shelved for a
long time before finally being published 18 years later without any significant updating. In my
opinion, this paper is a little out of date and does not address what I think is the bigger issue of
the Haines Highway Project for eagles...that being loss of mature trees (mostly in the Critical
Habitat area) that eagles are using (especially during the fall/winter salmon run) for roosting and
as perches used during foraging.

Is the council planning to meet to discuss our thoughts on the road EA?
Thanks,
Steve

On Thu, Aug 1, 2013 at 5:07 PM, Stephanie Scott <mayor_scott@haines.ak.us> wrote:

Hi everyone,

I was curious about the March 2, 2011 letter from Director Ellis to the Federal Highway
Administration concurring with DOT’s purposed mitigation through the Eagle Preserve with
respect to the Haines Highway Project. I wondered what he based his concurrence on. So I
asked Mr. Scholl and was provided the attached study. I thought that you might like to see it too.
I haven’t read it yet.

Stephanie



