
Thomas	Ely	
POB	1014	
Haines,	AK	99827	
	
Alaska	Mental	Health	Trust	
2600	Cordova	St.	Suite	100	
Anchorage,	AK	99503	
	
February	6,	2014	
	
Dear	Mental	Health	Trustees,	
	
Your	decision	to	open	Mental	Health	Trust	Lands	in	Haines	to	mineral	leasing	is	a	poor	one	and	
lacks	in	information	and	baseline	data	collection	concerning	these	lands.	It	is	stated	that	the	only	
current	“use”	of	these	lands	is	outdoor	recreation,	heli‐skiing	and	hunting.	You	fail	to	list	or	catalog	
the	plant	and	animal	species	that	inhabit	these	areas	and	the	significant	impacts	to	these	species	if	
the	lands	were	explored	and	developed.	Therefore	you	can’s	state	that	“there	are	no	known	
physical	or	ecological	features	that	would	prevent	planned	mineral	exploration	activities	or	
subsequent	production	activities”	until	you	have	surveyed	and	cataloged	the	areas.	
	
Concerning	the	geology	of	the	proposed	leasing	areas	the	rock	is	classified	as	“massive	sulfides,”	
which	means	that	it	has	a	high	likelihood	of	causing	significant	and	irreparable	degradation	of	the	
water	quality	in	the	Kelsall,	Tsirku,	Klehini	and	Chilkat	Rivers	which	are	anadromous	fish	streams	
and	the	foundation	of	the	economy	in	Haines.	The	Kelsall	River	is	a	prime	King	Salmon	spawning	
area	in	the	valley.	Salmon	are	extremely	susceptible	to	heavy	metals	which	would	be	released	into	
the	rivers	by	acid	mine	drainage	from	mineral	exploration	and	development.	
	
The	area	proposed	for	mineral	leasing	is	too	large.	If	mineral	development	in	the	99,000	acres	
were	to	occur	the	cumulative	impacts	would	be	staggering.	The	amount	of	money	that	the	Trust	is	
proposing	to	charge	lessees	is	paltry.	The	economic	benefits	to	the	trust	would	not	outweigh	the	
risk.	One	mining	company	going	out	of	business	and	walking	away	from	their	development	could	
bankrupt	the	Trust.	There	are	hundreds	of	examples	in	North	America	of	the	lessor	paying	
millions	of	dollars	to	clean	up	abandoned	mining	sites.						
	
While	Constantine	Minerals	has	been	conducting	exploration	for	the	past	six	years,	it	is	still	just	
sampling	and	surveying.	If	the	company	chooses	to	move	forward	with	permitting	a	mine,	it	will	
be	a	long,	expensive	and	drawn	out	process	that	could	go	on	as	the	Kensington	Mine	did	for	
twenty	plus	years	prior	to	production.	The	Chilkat	Bald	Eagle	Preserve	is	downstream	of	these	
lands	and	development	and	potential	impacts	would	get	national	attention.	
	
Based	on	these	concerns	I	believe	that	this	proposed	action	is	inconsistent	with	Trust	principles	
and	is	not	in	the	best	interest	of	the	Trust.	I	request	that	Alternative	IX	B	be	designated	for	these	
lands.	The	negative	consequences	and	impacts	of	mineral	development	on	our	existing	economy	
and	ecology	far	outweigh	the	benefits	of	mineral	leasing	on	Mental	Health	Trust	Lands.	
	
Sincerely,	
	
Thomas	Ely	
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