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Our Mission

The Sheldon Museum and Cultural Center, an educational institution of the Haines Borough, is
committed to collecting, preserving and interpreting the history, art and unique blending of
diverse cultures within the Chilkat Valley region.

The Sheldon Museum ’s presentation of artifacts, clan trust property, art and memorabilia
enhances quality of life for area residents and visitors; informs researchers and historians;
inspires artists and creative writers; and encourages community pride through permanent,
temporary, and traveling exhibits, and through a variety of outreach programs for schools and
the public.

Transformation for Growth

A sign came down, a totem pole went up. A membership campaign was launched. Wall colors
changed. The gift shop moved to the entrance. The lower level was transformed from
permanent exhibits to temporary exhibit space to an archives storage and research center. This
was a year of transformation.

Archives Storage and Research Center

Coleman Stanford, Tony Galinski, and Pete Dorn of Dawson Construction installing compactor shelving
donated by the State Historical Library in Juneau for the new Archives Storage and Research area.
Rasmuson Foundation, Museums Alaska and Chilkat Valley Community Foundation gave grants for the
project. Dawson provided reduced fees for services. Alaska Marine Lines donated shipping from
Juneau. The Guardhouse donated lodging for the construction foreman. Thank you everyone!




Planning for the Future

Staff spent the year preparing the lower
gallery to transform into a new Archives
and Research Center as part of MRV
Architects’ plan for improving efficiency and
expanding the museum. First, we removed
permanent exhibits, moving the stories of
the fort and the town up to the lobby. We
incorporated the fishing and farming
themes into a summer exhibit from the
Smithsonian Institution called Key
Ingredients: America by Food.

In the fall, the lower gallery held a last
exhibit celebrating the 35" anniversary of
KHNS, Haines’ local radio station. Once
completed, the lower gallery was cleared of
all contents. In December, Dawson
Construction installed track and 13
movable museum-quality metal shelving
units, quadrupling the museum’s storage
capacity. The increased capacity allows us
to accept new collections, including the
Alaska Indian Arts archives, which was
donated in 2015.

Photograph courtesy of KHNS News.

Museum board and interested community members
meet in February with MRV architect Corey Wall to
discuss what is needed in the community’s museum.

Possible ideas for the exterior of the
building, with the addition. These

discussion before a final look is
chosen. Images created by Paul
Voelckers of MRV Architects in
December.
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Conceptual plan for the front entrance and lower level, as
proposed by Corey Wall of MRV Architects in April.




Improving Quality of Life

The existence of our museum improves the quality of
life for Haines residents. The museum provides our
town with a depth and breadth of activities and
opportunities for all residents, no matter their age or
focus.

e Preschoolers and elementary-aged
children played in a rowboat, a
smoke house, and a garden this
summer. This fall they enjoyed apple

activities and in the winter they - - i _ =
crowded the 38™ Annual Doll Fair Children playing in a boat with felt fish and shrimp.

and the Harry Potter opening. Nearby is a smokehouse and a felt garden.

e Seniors attended lunches and
lectures in the gallery on two e Most of the school’s children visited
Fridays. the museum at least twice during the

e Couples attended dinner and a year.
movie on Valentine’s Day and When e Teenagers developed a cell phone
the Forest Meets the Sea Gourmet app and joined the Junior Curators,
Dinner in September. working in the gallery and on

e Food preservation Workshops taught exhibits for the last pal’t of the year.
how to make sourdough, pickles, e The second annual Totem Trot
yogurt and halibut sausage. provided a wonderful excuse to

e Young adults participated in a exerci_se, enjoy local art, and bask in
reception for the Free Ride World a glorious day.

Tour that lasted until the drinks ran e Guest Curators developed exhibits
out. incorporating our collection.

e School students proudly discussed e Three local artists put on Six-Week
artwork at the first juried exhibit of Spotlight shows of their latest work.
school art. e Movie nights, First Fridays, gallery

e In the summer children attended demonstrations and evening lectures
Science Camps. Mathematics and made the museum lively after hours.
science concepts were taught in e 5800 of our 12,100 annual visitors
gallery programs during the were from Haines.

Snowflake exhibit.

Guest Curator Zachary James created an

exhibit around one of his passions — formline
Portrait painting demonstration in the gallery drew crowds design and Tlingit art through time.

of enthralled viewers.




More than Artifacts

The Sheldon Museum is a lot more than collections
of artifacts. Here you meet with neighbors, discuss
thoughts and opinions, and become an active part of
Haines. A safe place for all ages, cross-generational
learning and communication occurs in our museum.
The promotion of education and the cultivation of
conversation, shapes and strengthens our
community.

Children experiment in the upper gallery during

summer camp at the museum. Photograph courtesy of
Tracy Wirak.

“The museum has amazing
programs and a wide variety to
attract all ages. There is something
for everyone - kids and adults — at
the Sheldon Museum.”

-Barb Blood




Summer Intern

This summer we welcomed Katie King
from George Washington University in
Washington, DC as our intern, funded
by the Alaska State Museum’s Grants-
in-Aid. She catalogued the objects
contained in our flat files, including
over 400 historic maps, as part of a
Museums Alaska Collections
Management Fund grant.

Staff Training and Changes

Volunteer Opportunities

Intensive work with the Foraker Group and EMC
Arts on the Rasmuson Foundation’s New Pathways
program encompassed staff time in the first half of
the year. The program helped the museum identify
its strengths and determine how to become more
creative and more integral to the Haines community.

Staff restructuring occurred during the second half
of the year, adding new faces with new ideas. We
welcomed Donna Lambert as our new bookkeeper
and store manager. Museum Aides Jackie St. Claire
and Sara Chetney joined us for the summer months,
working with volunteers and organizing our Totem
Trot Fundraiser. Jessy Shaw came on as a Museum
Aide to help with the Totem Trot and finish out the
year with us. Madeline Witek started in August as
our new Community Coordinator (See below).

Museum director Helen Alten was asked twice to
train Alaska’s museum professionals. She provided
a week-long mannequin making workshop in
Juneau for the Alaska State Museums and a
registration workshop and two other presentations at
the annual Museums Alaska convention in Cordova.

This year, museum staff created new volunteer opportunities. Some volunteers helped in
collections. Some developed children’s exhibits or provided tours to summer visitors. Volunteers
painted walls, weeded gardens, moved collections, and, most recently, decorated for the
holidays. In the coming months there will be more new opportunities for volunteers. Removing
staff offices from our public spaces upstairs, means we will need volunteers in exhibits, giving
demonstrations, greeting visitors, and serving as our eyes and ears for security of the space.
Our volunteers donated over 3,000 hours to the museum.

Introducing Madeline Witek,
Community Coordinator

A Chicago area native, Madeline Witek comes
to us after completing her master’s degree at
a museums studies program in England. She
is in charge of our outreach to the Haines
community, organizing volunteers, public
programs and marketing efforts. She can be
heard every other Tuesday morning on KHNS
with the History Talk.




Children and Teens at the Museum

Junior Curators

The Sheldon Museum started a new program this fall for
ages 12-18. Junior Curators learned how to use cataloging
software and select collection items for preservation, how to
crate items for shipping, how to hang framed art, how to
write and produce exhibit labels, and assisted with the
preparation and presentation of two exhibits. The program
included visits to museums in our community.

Junior Curators learn the museum’s Past

Middle Perfect cataloging system from museum

Schoolers staff Nancy Nash.

Developed App

Three middle schoolers at Haines School designed
a smart phone app for the museum as part of a pilot
class taught by Superintendent Ginger Jewell,
Sheldon Museum board member. Using an
educational program called MAD (Mobile Application
Development) Learn, Marirose Evenden, Corbin
Holm and Dylan Chapell designed the app to inform
visitors about Haines and the Sheldon Museum. The
project provided students with real-world experience
and created a useful app for the town and the
museum.

Marirose Evenden, Corbin Holm and Dylan
Chapell developed the Haines Walkabout App for
the Sheldon Museum.

Summer Camps, School Groups and Family Days

For a second summer Tracy Wirak’s Science
“This was the best doll fair EVER!” Camps filled the museum and grounds with

- 3 children. They drew on the sidewalks, inflated
large plastic tubes, and completed slimey,
gross experiments.

During the school year children participated in
programs related to each of our exhibits. We
incorporated STEM learning, especially in the
Snowflake exhibit, showing how science and
mathematics relate to museum collections.

Popular family days included an apple picking
and processing day, the 38" Annual Doll Fair,

th . .
The 38" Annual Doll Fair drew record numbers of children and our Holiday Open House and Harry Potter
from our community for doll sized treats and tea. . .

exhibit opening.




2015 Exhibits

Photograph courtesy of KNS.

Tom Bieleski’s Bridges

April 17 to May 16, 2015

Haines School Student Art Show
May 22 to June 13, 2015

Portraits: People in Paint

June 19 to July 25, 2015

Six-Week Spotlight: Katie Craney
July 31 to September 12, 2015

Six-Week Spotlight: Adrian

Ravenough & Rebecca Brewer

Inside Out: Dollhouses and Historic Interiors
Ended January 6, 2015

Snowflakes: Nature’s Dazzling Design
January 23 to March 14, 2015

Key Ingredients: America and Haines by Food
April 3 to September 16, 2015

September 18 to October 31, 2015

KHNS 35" Anniversary Art Exhibition October 2 to November 14, 2015

Our Voices are Still Heard on our Grandparents’ Land November 6 to December 11, 2015

Harry Potter’s World: Renaissance Science, Magic and Medicine
December 18, 2015 to January 30, 2016

Color Brought New Life to Exhibits

R

The entrance area during the summer held a small

%

exhibit of recent museum acquisitions. the exhibit.

Painting the wall a warm color gave cohesiveness to




“Thank you so much for

Tours

giving so generously of your
time and knowledge when |
dropped in on your amazing
museum. You opened my
eyes to so many aspects of
collections management that
the biggest take home was ...

124

‘gimme more.

- Kit, Putnam County
Museum' Indiana 201 5 VISItOfS 5,791 Haines / 6,323 Out-of-Town

An exhibit on the history of radio in our town gave the museum an opportunity to experiment with listening
stations. At the KHNS Exhibit opening, Heather Lende and Deborah Schnabel listen to old radio programs.
We plan on incorporating listening stations into the permanent history galleries.




The Financials

Diversifying funding sources was a priority for
2015. We began an endowment with Alaska
Community Foundation, expanded our second
Totem Trot fundraiser by adding a half
marathon, and received our first Tier 1
Rasmuson grant, which paid for shelving.

Store revenues from July to December ) '

dropped $11,000 from 2014. With store sales X ) 8 /ﬂ S—
falling, this fall's priority was to increase store ‘ —| - -
exposure by moving it to our entry. The new With the move of the gift shop to the front lobby, Bob Adkins, a
location seems to be Working: December’s volunteer, oversees admissions as well as store purchases.

earnings were three times the revenue of the
same month in 2014.

The Haines Borough is an important part of our revenue and we are grateful for their support in
funding our staff. This year we leveraged those funds to bring in over $83,000 in grants for
programming, interns, collections preservation, exhibitions and art acquisitions. Because of the
Borough’s support we can write grants that bring money into our community and provide
educational activities for our citizens.

Expenses M Personnel Costs 56.57%
January - December 2015 M Grant Expenses 15.32
Store Purchases 6.19
W Utilities 446
W Maintenance 334
W Fundraising 245
Depreciation Expense 2.01
M Telephone, Fax, email 1.35
M Totem Pole Carving 1.09
B Administration 0.91
W Other 6.30
Total $343,680.75
Income B Haines Borough Appropriation £6.06%
January - December2015 W Grants 20.49
Sales, Store 8.10
B Admissions 661
B Fundraising Income 418
B Donations 399
Special Events $-2.455.00
M Miscellaneous Income 026
B Marketing Event 0.17
B CopiesReproductions/ Research 0.10
W Other 0.03
Sub-Total $345041.95
2015 Grants Received
Museums Alaska
Collections Management Fund (2 grants) $13,377.75
Art Acquisition Initiative Awards (2 grants) $ 26,900.00
Rasmuson Foundation:
New Pathways-Alaska S 4,710.23
Tier 1 S 25,000.00
National Endowment for the Humanities Preservation Assistance S 6,000.00
Alaska Council on the Arts: Harper Arts Touring Fund S 2,070.00
Chilkat Valley Community Foundation S 1,200.00
Alaska State Museum: Grants-in-Aid (Intern funding summer 2015) $ 4,400.00
TOTAL $ 83,657.98
10




Looking Ahead

Transformation continues in the new year. Archives and staff
moving downstairs opens the entire upper level for exhibits.
The former store area will have a temporary “Objects from
Haines History” exhibit during the summer while plans are
made for a permanent exhibit that includes a waterfront
display. The former archives space will be transformed into a
children’s exhibit and interactive space.

With the addition of the Alaska Indian Arts collection, the
museum’s research archives will double. As we process the
collection over the next 6 to12 months and create a new
research study area in the lower level of the museum, more
information will be available to the community about who we
are and what makes us unique.

To make our exterior more inviting we plan to include : s Xy B
sculptures, historic items, and interpretive panels along a %l
garden walking path that ties Main Street to the water front. Changing wall colors was a big part of this
Three new outdoor sculptures - we added two marble year. Until 2015, we had uniform, off-
sculptures and a totem pole in 2015 — and a donation from the | white walls. Color brought a new vibrancy
McHenry family for improving our garden will be the first steps to our exhibits.

towards our new exterior look.

Change is hard. But, in the long-term, it can be exactly what is needed for the growth of an
institution, like pruning a tree so that it comes back healthier and more vibrant.

Join us on August 13" for the third annual Totem Trot Fundraiser, a half marathon run and a
5K run/walk around the totem poles of Haines. In 2016 we will have a dinner and silent
auction the evening before the Totem Trot. For more information: www.totemtrot.com

Totem Pole is Our First
Outdoor Sculpture

The museum’s totem pole, designed
and carved by Jim Heaton, was erected
this fall. A three year project, the pole
tells the story of the museum and the
Chilkat Valley. Special thanks to Alaska
Power and Telephone for providing
hoists to raise the pole. Thanks to Jim
and Shorrie Heaton for putting in long
hours to complete the project this
summer.

11



2016 Exhibits

December 18, 2015 - January 30, 2016: Harry Potter's World
February 5-March 19, 2016: Sixweek Spotlight, Kerry Cohen
March 25 — May 7: Gil Smith Landscape Exhibit

May 13 — June 11: Student Art show

May 13 — October 31, 2016: Objects of Haines History (working
title) — in the former museum store space

June 17 =July 30, 2016: Six Week Spotlight — Mud Bay Artists
Aug. 5 - Sept. 17, 2016: Lyn Fabio — Gut and Fiber
Sep. 23 - Nov. 5, 2016: Six Week Spotlight — Sarah Bishop

Nov. 18 - February 24, 2017: White Fang

.. . Butter beer, golden snitches and

January 2017: Alcan 200 Mini Exhibit Renaissance Curiosity Cabinets brought a fun
conclusion to our year with Harry Potter’s
World: Renaissance Science, Magic and
Medicine.

Building an Outstanding
Collection of Local Art and

History Items

the collection in 2015. These
| included this stunning Chilkat

‘ D A\ outdoor sculptures, a start on an
el following year we will expand our
White Fang artifacts and accession
the Alaska Indian Arts collection,
estimated at 2,500 items.
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Thanks

Haines is a special community full of creative individuals. We are proud to be the organization
that stores the community’s stories and history for future generations. We couldn’t do our work
without the support of many people and organizations, first and foremost being the Haines

Borough.

A Special Thank You to Our Donors:

Totem Trot
Alaska Indian Arts
Helen Alten

Aspen Hotel
Serena Badgley
Amy Bean

Matt Beauliev

Tara Bicknell

Basil Borkert
Casey Bradford
Luann Britteham
Judith Calhoun
Sara Chetney
Trevor Cox
Makayla Crager
Jonathan Cromwell
Samantha Dean
Lorrie Dudzik

Sue Folletti
Michael Ganey
Chloe Goodson
Matthew Green
Candace Haagensen
Haines Home Building
Haines Real Estate
Haines Women'’s Club
Daniel Henry
Raymond Howard
Howsers IGA

Tim Huber

Dan Humphrey
Donna Lambert
Grace Lambert
Bonnie Love
James MacPherson
Michael Marks
Mountain Market
Thomas Morphet
Marie Otton
Frances Perry
Shaye Preston

M. Preskitt
Joseph Rice
Jean Scarrott
Debra Schnabel
Andrew Shaw

H. Solano
Gabirielle St. Clair
Jacob Stigen
John Storms
David Swift
Susan VanHoomissen
Trey Whitaker
Anastasia Wiley

Donations

18 Mile Farm

Alaska Marine Lines
Alaska State Historical
Library

Greg Bigsby and Beth
MacCready

Birch Boy Syrups
Sally Boisvert
Buckskin and Bobby Pins
George & Lyn Campbell
Kody Carl

Macky Cassidy

Donna Cattotti

Chilkat Valley Farm
(Covenant Life)
Leanne Converse
Sean Copland

Mark Cozzi

Dawson Construction
Dejon Delights

The Dipper Kitchen
Scott Doddridge

First National Bank of
Alaska

David Folletti

Julie Folta

Four Winds Farm
Mike Ganey

Kyle Gray

The Great Alaska Soap
Company

John Hagen
Haines Borough
Haines Brewing Company
Kristine Harder
Lucy Harrell

Jim and Shori Heaton
Tom Heywood

Jon Hirsch

Renee Hoffman
Howser's IGA
Norm Hughes

Dan Humphrey
Lindsay Johnson
Cynthia Jones (CJ)
Jeanne Kitayama
KJ Tucker's Farm
King Porcini

Sarah Lewis
Rosalie Loewen
Lynden Transport
Michael Marks
Ruth McHenry
Mountain Market
Jeannette Nelson
Brigid O’Connor
Oleruud’s
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Port Chilkoot Distillery
Aleene Pouson

Pam Randles
Salvation Army
Georgia Sampson
Deborah Schnabel
Lisa Schwartz
Stephanie Scott
SEARHC

Heather Shade

Burl Sheldon

James and Julie Shook
Dan Shultz

Jim Simard

Diane Sly

Toni Smith
Smithsonian Institution
Joan Snyder

Gina St. Claire

Jackie St. Claire
Storage & Warehouse
John and Sharon Svenson
Rasmuson Foundation
UAF Cooperative
Extension

Joanie Wagner
Connie Ward

Paul Wheeler
Whiterock Nursery

Bill Williamson

Mike Wilson

Witek Family
Anastasia Wiley

Loans for Exhibits
Helen Alten

Bob Adkins

Lorrie Dudzik
Sharon and John Svenson
Al Badgley

Andrea Nelson

Jim Shook
Anastasia Wiley
American Bald Eagle
Foundation

Patrick Price

R. David Phillips
John Hagen, Jr.
Wayne Price

Ted Hart

Sara Chapell

Julie Rae

Lynn View Lodge
Kelleen Adams
Heather Lende
Beverly Schupp
Carol Clifton
Doreen Dufour
Tia Heywood
M.K. MacNaughton
Donna Cattoti
Lenise Fontenot
Mori Hays

Yuko Hays

Key Ingredients: America by Food

Our summer exhibit about the culture of
food, featuring Haines’ subsistence
lifestyle, included weekly local food
tastings, two intensive, four-day food
preservation workshops by Cooperative
Extension’s Sarah Lewis, and the
gourmet dinner “When Forest Meets
the Sea.”

Diane Sly

Julie Folta

National Library of
Medicine

Museum of Northwest
Colorado

Smithsonian Institution

Collections Donations
Helen Alten

Patricia D. Blank
Charles “Chuck” Bramlet
George Campbell

Blythe Carter

Kay Clements

John F. Hagen

Fred Hakkinen, Fritse H.
Hakkinen, Betsy Galloway
KHNS Radio Station
Terry Lambert

Michael McHenry

Erika Merklin

Pat Noonkaster

Linda Rost

Phyllis Sage

Jim Shook

Jean Smith

Joan Snyder

Frances Twiddy
Frances Kingsbury
Whiteman

James Wilson

Volunteers

Brian Adams
Kelleen Adams
Bob Adkins

Tim Ackerman
Aurora Alten-Huber
Brandt Alten-Huber
J.B Axsom

Gerard Ballanco
Christina Baskaya
Wendy Bergstrand
Tom Bieleski
Barb Blood

Blythe Carter
Donna Cattoti
Sara Chetney
Leanne Converse
Linnus Danner
Lowana Drurey
Lorrie Dudzik
Carol Duis

Neil Einsbruch
Rebecca Enos
Judy Ewald

Karen Garcia
Christa George
Tresham Gregg
John Hagen
Renee Haufman
Ted Hart

Jim Heaton

Shori Heaton
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Lee Heinmiller
Dan Henry

Elisa Henry

Jan Hill

John Hirsh
Ramona Holmes
Leigh Horner
Tim Huber
Ginger Jewell
Margory Johnson
Nathan Jackson
Zachary James
Cynthia Jones
Diana Kelm
Diana Lapham
Pam Long
Sarah Long
Michael Marks
Jean Meaux
Cheryl McRoberts
Pam Moore
Jeffery Moskowitz
Amelia Nash
Dwight Nash
Nancy Nash
Andrea Nelson
Chris Nelson
Janet Nielson
Brigid O’Connor
Dave Pahl
Frankie Perry
Dave Polletti
Aleene Poulsen
Byrne Power
Cherri Price
Wayne Price
Pam Randles
Gregg Richmond
Georgia Sampson
Marlena Saupe
Jean Scarott
Tod Sebens
Dena Selby
Robbie Selfe
Jessy Shaw

Jim Shook

Julie Shook
Randall Sinner
Diane Sly
Annette Smith
Jean Smith

Chuck Smythe
Joan Snyder
Ella Sokolowska
Gina St. Claire
Erik Stevens
Tony Strong

Jila Stuart

Jim Studley
Alan Traut

Carol Tuynamen
Nancy Wenner
Anastasia Wiley
Sonny Williams
Mike Wilson
Tracy Wirak

Art Woodard
Kyle Yarborough

2015 Members
Mike Borcik

Mike Case

Kim Chetney
(Viking Cove)
Dawn Drotos
Lorrie Dudzik
Bob & Carol Duis
Joanne Gardner
Dennis Geasan
Eleanor M. Hoag
Cynthia Jones
Anna Jurgeleit
Reuben & Rosalie
Loewen

Michael Marks

George & Joan McCament

Dave & Valerie
McCandless
Dave Pahl

Mike & Lauren Patterson

Derek Poinsette
Gregg Richmond
Kate Saunders
Mary Jean Sebens
Dena Selby

James & Julie Shook

Carol Tuynman

2015 Junior Curators

Aurora Alten-Huber
Payson Clark
Josh Groves

Emma Hainline
Elena Saunders
Abigail Thorgesen

2015 Board
Lorrie Dudzik
John Hagen
Jim Heaton
Ginger Jewell
Diana Kelm
Michael Marks
Dave Pahl
Gregg Richmond
Jim Shook
Anastasia Wiley

December’s Volunteer Luncheon allowed staff to

express thanks for all the hard work done by our
volunteers.

2015 Staff

Helen Alten

Wendy Bergstrand
Blythe Carter

Sara Chetney

Lin Edgar

Jono Greene

Cynthia Jones
Katherine King (Intern)
Donna Lambert
Nancy Nash

Andrea Nelson

Milosz (Max) Rybinski
Jessy Shaw
Jacqueline St. Claire
Madeline Witek
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Becoming a member of the Sheldon Museum
gives you the satisfaction of supporting a great
community resource while receiving the
following perks:

Membership discounts on store items,
museum events and facility rentals.

Free admission to our museum and, for
our elite members, 800 other museums.
E-mails about events and opportunities.
More perks at higher membership levels.
Join online at

sheldonmuseum.org/membership.htm




