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Call to Order: A meeting of the Haines Borough Tourism Advisory Board was held at Assembly 
Chambers on 10-21-15.  The meeting convened at 9:35 a.m. with Sean Gaffney presiding. 

Members in Attendance: Sean Gaffney, Michael Marks, Jeff Butcher, Barbara Mulford, Leslie Ross, 
Tourism Director (ex officio) and Assembly Liaison. 

Members Not in Attendance:  Karen Hess, Rhonda Hinson and Scott Sundberg 
Motion and second to excused absences. Approved-Unanimous  

Others in Attendance:  None 

Approval of Agenda: Motion was made by Michael Marks to approve the Agenda.  Second-Jeff 
Butcher.  Approval: Unanimous.  

Approval of Minutes:  Approval of Consent Agenda approved Minutes 

Public Comments:  None 

Chair Report: Sean Gaffney 

• Cruise Ship Waiver to have language reworked at the Nov. 10th Assembly meeting.

• ATIA Conference provided the opportunity for Haines Tourism operators and Tourism staff to
showcase Haines as an exciting cruise ship destination.

• Skagway Tidelands Lease was not approved by voters and it could delay the Panamax Dock
construction.  Cruise ships slated to use the Panamax Dock could be diverted to Haines.

New Business: 
Local, State Priorities 

• Haines Borough to draft a letter of support for the DOT to transfer road management of the Chilkoot
Corridor to State Parks.  The Borough will also consider providing funds for an additional State
Parks employee or bear monitor at Chilkoot State Park.

• Haines Borough to draft a letter to the DOT to demonstrate the need for the Alaska Marine Highway
System to post the complete Summer 2016 schedule in advance for visitors and tour operators to
plan their schedules and to insure Ferries with large vehicle capacity are utilized.

• Request to have Local, State Priorities place on the next TAB meeting agenda.

ATIA-Golden Circle Chapter 

• Its current officers are considering dissolving the GCC unless new officers are found to keep the
organization running.  The GCC has $18,000 in funds which can be used to promote the area.
Leslie Ross, Barbara Mulford and Jeff Butcher expressed an interest in becoming the new officers.



 

 

 
Old Business: 
Title V - Minor Offenses progress 

• TAB has reviewed 5 of the 25 sections and will meet on Nov. 9th to continue the process. 
 
Tourism Director Update: Leslie Ross 

• Departs Oct. 28th for the Alaska Media Road Show which will be Nov. 1-3 in Santa Barbara, CA 
and will have Ann Jacobson attend as an intern.  The opening of the new Klukwan Heritage Center 
will be featured. 

 
Board Comments: 

• Jeff Butcher announced Avis car rentals will remain open during the Winter with several vehicles.  
He encouraged the Tourism Office to focus on Convention sales. 

• Barbara Mulford shared the Chamber of Commerce has 5 vacant board seats and is looking for 
candidates. 

• Leslie Ross mentioned that Jeff Butcher and Rhonda Hinson’s board seats expire Nov. 2015. 
 
Adjournment: Motion was made to adjourn.  Second-Approval: Unanimous. The meeting adjourned 
at 11:25 a.m. 
 
Next Meeting:  Nov. 18, 2015 at TBA 
 


