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SEAN PARNELL, GOVERNOR

410 Willoughby Avenue, Suite 303

DEPT. OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION
DIVISION OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH PHONE: (907)465-5318

SOLID WASTE AND PESTICIDES PROGRAM

___________

Sandra Woods(üaIaska.Rov

October 7,2011

REQUESTED CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEWF
#7003 1680 0004 2908 0891

Tom Hall, Owner
Haines Sanitation dba Community Waste Solutions
P0 Box 575
Haines, AK 99827

RE: Inspection of the Haines Class III Municipal Solid Waste Disposal Facility at Haines, Alaska
Current Permit #SW3A1S-l6

Dear Tom:

I want to thank your operator, Bill Williamson for assisting me in conducting an inspection of your
Class III municipal solid waste composting facility located in Haines, Alaska. I have enclosed a copy of
the inspection checklist with this letter. Your overall scoring for this inspection is 47%. You received a
score of 76 out of a total possible of 160.

Over the last year, I have been working closely with you regarding numerous complaints that the
Department has received from the residents of Haines. These problems include but are not limited to;
bears feeding on raw garbage at the landfill, garbage trucks leaking fluids during pickup, odors from raw
and uncovered garbage, and litter. Initially it appeared that you were making progress on rectifying your
operation issues but during my most recent inspection, I observed several egregious problems that
indicate you are in violation of specific conditions of your permit and Alaska’s solid waste regulations
under 18 AAC 60.

I observed the following noncompliance items during my inspection of your facility.

Permit Specific Condition #1: The permittee shall prohibit the disposal of municipal solid waste
into the landfill that does not meet the compost requirements and the 40 CFR 503 standards listed
in Appendix 4.2 of the Compost Monitoring plan dated December 1, 2006.

While inspecting your facility, I observed that your composting operation system is no longer in
operation as required by your permit. Your current operator is no longer able to move or unload the
compost digesters because the facility’s roll-off truck needs maintenance and is out of operation and has
been so all summer. Without the roll-off truck to empty the compost digesters, they have been sifting
fUll of solid waste next to the Material Handling Building since July 2011. The operator has been
attempting to make do by composting garbage using some empty connex containers located in the
middle of landfill and then emptying them after 14 days of”composting” and putting the waste in the
upper eastern area of the landfill footprint. Using this method of”composting”, you have no way of
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knowing if the waste has met the requirement for vector attraction or the Process to Further Reduce
Pathogens (PFRP) under 40 CFR 503. There also appears to be little or no removal of recyclable
materials prior to the grinding process such as plastics, aluminum or metals (see photos I and 2). This is
in direct violation of your permit specific condition #1.
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Connex containers full of solid waste. Raw garbage disposal in active working face.

Permit Specific Condition #5: The permittee shall obtain written permission from the property
owner to leave the leachate treatment collection tank in its current location outside the northwest
corner of the landfill property and shall make any repairs necessary to the leachate treatment
collection tank to provide treatment to water leaving the landfill by September 30, 2011.

If the permittee does not obtain the property owner’s permission, the perniittee shall move the
leachate treatment collection tank located outside the northwest corner of the landfill property
boundary to a location within the boundary of the landfill property owned by the permittee and
shall make any repairs necessary to the leachate treatment collection tank to provide treatment to
water leaving the landfill by September 30,2011.

18 SAC 60.225(d)(3) The owner or operator of an inert waste landfill, an asbestos landfill, or a
Class III MSWLF that meets the standards of 1X AAC 60.300(c)(3)(B) shall (3) prevent, contain,
or control visible leachate seeps at the boundary of the waste management area if the department
determines that leachate control measures are necessary to prevent a potential threat to public
health, safety, welfare.

There is still leachate seeping into the down gradient ditch in the northwest area of the landfill footprint.
Your leachate collection system is still not in operation and not located on property that you own. You
are in now in violation of the conditions of your 2011 renewed permit that stipulates that you must
obtain written permission from the City of Haines, the current property owner, to leave the leachate
treatment collection tank in its current location outside the northwest corner of the landfill property and
then make any and all repairs necessary to the leachate treatment collection tank to provide treatment to
water leaving the landfill by September 30, 2011; or if you did not obtain the property owner’s
permission, you must move the leachate treatment collection tank to a location within the boundary of
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the landfill property you own and then make any repairs necessary to the leachate treatment collection
tank to provide treatment to water leaving the landfill.
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Leachate collecting at the top of the nonworking Ponded leachate.
Leachate Collection Treatment Tank.

18 AAC 60.225(b)(1) Except for an inert waste landfill, an asbestos landfill, or a Class Ill
MSWLF’ that meets the standards in 18 AAC 60.300(c)(3)(B), the owner or operator of a landfill
shall (1) remove all ponded water that is in contact with waste within seven days after the
formation of the pond unless another dewatering schedule is specified in a permit issued under AS
46.03.100 and this chapter;

In February of this year, you built a culvert drain system through the middle of your landfill in an
attempt to divert the spring that flows into it. This appeared to work until recently. During this
inspection of your landfill, there was water flowing once again through the waste in the active working
face creating large areas of ponded water filled with waste and sludge. Leachate is created when water
flows through waste, or otherwise comes into contact with the waste. There is a still a mn-on problem
with water running directly into the landfill from an up-gradient spring. It’s possible that your diversion
culvert may need regular maintenance to be effective. Whatever the reason, it is your responsibility to
determine the problem and resolve it.

I

Ponded water throughout the landfill
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The above listed noncompliance issues have been an ongoingproblem thatyou are going to have to

resolve in a very timely manner or the Department will have to start a moreformal course ofaction

that could include a Notice of Violation and a Compliance Order By Consent Persistent

noncompliance could also be a reason to revoke your permit and close down your operation. You

have 30 days or until November 1W”, 2011 to present an item-by-item plan to me on how and when

you are going to resolve the above noncompliance issues; The adequacy and completeness ofyour

plan will be considered in determining the needforfurther enforcement action.

You may contact me at (907)465-5318 or Sandra.woods(alaska.gov if you wish to discuss any of the

above items in this letter.

Sincerely,

Sandra M. Woods
Environmental Specialist

cc: Judy Beauchemin-Hall, Secretary-Treasurer
Bill Williamson, Solid Waste Operator

Enclosures



Names Sanitation dba Community Waste
Facility: Solutions

Facility Owner (Co. or Org.): Torn Hall, Owner

Address: P0 Box 575
City: Haines, AK
Zip: 99827

Phone: 907.973-2025
Contact name: Torn Hall, Owner

Email: tom@klondikegolddredge corn

Operator (Co. or Org): Bill Williamson, Operator
Address: POBoxS7S

City: Hamnes, AK
Zip: 99827

Phone: 907-305-5005
Contact name: Bill Williamson, Operator

Email: communitywastesolutionsll@gmail.com

Location:

Haines, AK lots 20 and 21, NE 1/4, Sw 1/4, NE 1/4,

MRTS: 5: 2 T: 31S R: 59E M: Copper River

GPS Coordinates: I I
(right corner when facing entry)

Land owner: Same as Facility Owner
Address:

City:

_________________________________________

Zip:

_______________________________________________

Phone:

_______________________________________________

Contact name:
Email:

______________________________________________________

Other contacts: Misty Anderson, office manager
mistv@communitvwastesolutions.com

907-766-2736



Inspection

Inspection date 10/3/2011

Rainfall (last month): 10.70’

Inspection Participants: Bill Williamson, Operator

Sandra Woods, ADEC

Notes:
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