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October 13, 2020 

 

To Haines Borough Heliski Map Committee Members: 

 

The Haines Chamber of Commerce asks the Heliski Map Committee to refrain 

from additional changes to the Haines Borough approved Commercial Ski Tour 

Areas Map at this time. The Haines Chamber of Commerce is also opposed to 

the proposal requesting additional GPS data from operators.   

 

The Haines Borough is home to world-class heliskiing terrain and an industry 

that attracts visitors, provides local employment, and boosts business activity 

during the important winter-spring season. Further, the industry is regulated by 

various State and Federal agencies to manage any environmental impacts on 

these multiple-use public lands. Most recently, the Bureau of Land 

Management (BLM) completed a rigorous Environmental Impact Statement 

and issued a Record of Decision allowing for a responsibly monitored and 

managed heliskiing industry that limits skier days and requires helicopter 

buffers to mountain goats and certain modelled habitat. 

 

State and Federal agencies are responsible for wildlife and land-use 

management decisions on their respective lands. While ADF&G has issued a 

hunting closure in certain areas of the Borough, there is no evidence the 

reduced goat population is due to impacts from the heliskiing industry and there 

has been no formal request from any agency to further close the areas to other 

multiple-use activities such as commercial heliskiing. If the State and Federal 

agencies and landowners (BLM and DNR) find the need to limit or revoke a 

permit for heliskiing due to wildlife impacts, they have the expertise and 

authority to do so, and this would nullify the Borough approval, as per the 

Borough permit stipulations. At this time, the Chamber feels it would be 

premature and indefensible for the Borough to further restrict heliskiing in 

response to the hunting closures.  

 

The Chamber also finds the request for proprietary GPS data an unnecessary 

and undue burden on operators who are still reeling from the impacts of Covid-

19. The disclosure of this proprietary data would compromise the 

competitiveness of the industry and create an unwelcoming business 

environment for operators. Also, without goat count data available for 

comparison, it is unknown if the habitat model is reliable on a run-by-run scale.  
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Under current Borough code, the map committee has the authority to make recommendations to 

the manager and the Manager may provide these recommendations to the Assembly. I want to 

thank the committee for hearing the request, and seeking input from State and Federal agencies, 

however the Chamber now asks the Committee to deny the requests from Lynn Canal 

Conservation. 

 

Planning for the 2021 heliskiing season is currently underway. It is important for operators to 

have a reliable permitting environment available to support their business operations.  A 

responsible, flexible, and adaptive Heliski plan has already been developed with the help of State 

and Federal agencies.  Respectfully, we urge you to finalize the Heliski Map without changes 

and without further delay.  

 

Thank you,  

 

 

 

 

Tracey Harmon  

Executive Director 

Haines Chamber of Commerce 

  

 


