
Constantine North, Inc. 
120 N 2nd Ave

Haines, AK 99827
907 766 2057

Annette Kreitzer April 5, 2024
Manager, Haines Borough

RE: Assembly Request 

Manager Kreitzer,

Thank you for your email and I appreciate you reaching out. I was made aware that a request was 
included in the Public Comments of the Package for the March 26th Borough Assembly Meeting. 

The timing happens to be fortuitous, on March 25, 2024, there was an announcement on the approval 
of a US$12.8 million budget to continue exploration on the Palmer Project. I’ve included the press 
release in this letter which summarizes this year’s diamond drilling and field activities.  As noted in the 
press release:

 “The 2024 drilling campaign is being completed under an approved Plan of Operations from 
the Bureau of Land Management. In support of future programs American Pacific’s subsidiary, 
Constantine, the project operator, is pursuing authorization from the Alaska Department of 
Natural Resources for an updated Plan of Operations outlining the additional work programs 
needed for pre-feasibility level data gathering over the next five years.” 

Independent from the diamond drilling program, the company has recently submitted a Plan of 
Operations to the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) that outlines the fieldwork programs on 
State lands for the next 5 years. DNR’s process does include a public comment period which we 
expect to commence within the coming weeks. Mid-April the Company will be hosting several direct, 
group, and public presentations on the field programs outlined in the Plan of Operations. We 
encourage everyone to attend. 

Our team has been hard at work building the exploration and evaluation programs for the next 5 
years, and we look forward to sharing those plans and timelines with the community. Should the 
Assembly wish to discuss the 5-Year exploration program further, please do not hesitate to reach out.

Kind regards, 

Peter Mercer
President
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NEWS RELEASE  

American Pacific Announces Approval of US$12.8 Million 2024 Budget 
for its High-Grade Palmer VMS Project in Southeast Alaska 

  
Vancouver, British Columbia / March 25, 2024 – American Pacific Mining Corp (CSE: USGD / OTCQX: 
USGDF / FWB: 1QC) (“American Pacific” or the “Company”) is pleased to announce the 2024 budget 
and resource expansion-focused work program at the Palmer Project (“Palmer” or the “Project”), an 
advanced-stage, high-grade volcanogenic massive sulphide-sulphate (“VMS”) project located in 
Southeast Alaska. Constantine North Inc., (“Constantine”) a subsidiary of American Pacific, is the 
operator for the Project, which is under a joint venture (“JV”) partnership with DOWA METALS & MINING 
ALASKA LTD.  (“Dowa”). 

The 2023 program delivered the best four copper intercepts drilled to date at Palmer (see press release 
dated January 10, 2024), highlighting the opportunity to define copper-rich zones within the known 
mineral resource envelope. New interpretations developed following the 2023 campaign have the 
opportunity to further impact the grade and tonnage profile by targeting areas with similar signatures 
and structural settings. 

The US$12.8 million 2024 program has been designed to continue expanding the known extent of the 
high-grade copper mineralization within South Wall Zones 1 and 2. The 2024 program will also include 
a series of step-out drill holes to test the nearby North Wall Target. The North Wall Target represents a 
potential fault offset extension of the South Wall mineralization that has not yet been adequately 
tested.  

2024 Palmer work program highlights: 

 Mineral resource expansion drilling focused on the South Wall, designed to follow up on 
successes from the 2023 drill program by testing structural controls and extensions to the high-
grade copper and zinc mineralized trends.  

 North Wall exploration drilling targeting the interpreted fault offset extension of the high-grade 
South Wall Zone. Previous geological mapping and sampling has identified copper, zinc, and 
barite mineralization with 500 metres of untested strike length (see Figure 2).  

 Advancing regional exploration targets with a property-wide data analysis of historical work, 
focused on modeling mineralization controls on new and previously identified prospects. 

 Environmental and permitting activities, including ongoing environmental baseline studies and 
compliance work. 

 Engineering studies, including a mineral resource estimate update, critical trade-off studies, and 
ongoing data collection in preparation for future feasibility studies. 

 



 

 

Warwick Smith, CEO of American Pacific stated:  

“During the 2023 resource definition program, our team discovered thick copper mineralization within 
the known mineral resource envelope. In 2024, we will look to leverage and build upon last year’s high-
grade results while aiming at expansion through step-out and extensional drilling along the high-grade 
trends in addition to discovery-focused drilling at the adjacent North Wall Target. The North Wall 
alteration zone represents an outstanding and untested, near-surface target with very limited historical 
drilling. We look forward to another productive year with our joint venture partner with plans to update 
the mineral resource estimate by year-end.” 

2024 Diamond Drilling Strategy 

In 2024, the operations teams will focus on expansion drilling to identify lateral and downdip extensions 
of the South Wall of the Palmer Deposit (Figures 3,4), targeted structural investigation drilling in South 
Wall Zone 1 designed to follow up on the high-grade intersections of the 2023 drill program (Figure 1), 
and exploration step-out drilling to test the North Wall alteration zone (Figure 2). 

Preliminary interpretation of the copper-rich core mineralization within South Wall Zone 1 indicates 
potential for several secondary cross-cutting structures. Understanding and targeting structural 
controls on mineralization zoning in 2024 will help refine and inform the local and regional diamond 
drilling strategy. 

 
Figure 1. South Wall - Zone 1 Copper Equivalent Grade Shells with Structural Interpretation 

 



 

 

 

North Wall – Targeting High-Grade Zone 1 Extension 

 

The North Wall Target is less than 200 metres from the edge of South Wall Zone 1. This zone is newly 
interpreted as the fault offset and the eastern extension of Zone 1 mineralization (see Figure 2). The 
alteration zone at the North Wall Target has strong geological and geochemical similarities to South 
Wall, but has seen limited drill testing along the 500-metre mapped strike length. Historical surface 
mapping has identified in-situ copper-zinc-barite mineralization leading the way to the potential of a 
South Wall Zone eastern extension.   

 
Figure 2. North Wall Alteration Zone in proximity to South Wall Zone 1 



 

 

The 2024 drilling campaign is being completed under an approved Plan of Operations from the Bureau 
of Land Management. In support of future programs American Pacific’s subsidiary, Constantine, the 
project operator, is pursuing authorization from the Alaska Department of Natural Resources for an 
updated Plan of Operations outlining the additional work programs needed for pre-feasibility level data 
gathering over the next five years. 

American Pacific will be contributing approximately $750,000 USD in kind by contributing its 
management fee towards the 2024 program. The Company’s joint venture partner, Dowa Metals & 
Mining Co., Ltd., has committed to fund the balance of the 2024 program.    



 

 

 

Figure 3. South Wall – Zone 1 Mineralized Thickness with Structural Interpretation with Planned 2024 
Pierce Points. Designed to Define and Expand the Zone 1 Mineral Resource. 

 

 



 

 

Figure 4. South Wall – Zone 2 Mineralized Thickness and Planned 2024 Pierce Points. Designed to Define 
and Expand the Zone 2 Mineral Resource. 

¹Amended NI 43-101 Technical Report Palmer Project Alaska, USA, JDS Energy and Mining Inc. 2019 

Qualified Person Statement  

The technical information in this news release has been reviewed and approved by Michael Vande 
Guchte, P.Geo., VP Exploration for the Palmer Project and a qualified person as defined by National 
Instrument 43-101, Standards of Disclosure for Mineral Projects.  

About the Palmer Project 

The Palmer Project is an advanced-stage high-grade volcanogenic massive sulphide-sulphate project 
located within the Porcupine Mining District of the Haines Borough, Alaska. The Project is operated in 
a joint venture partnership between American Pacific, through its wholly-owned subsidiary, 
Constantine North Inc. as the manager (operator), with 31.53% ownership and Dowa Metals & Mining 
Co., Ltd (Dowa), with 68.47% ownership.  

As of December 31, 2023, over US$100 million had been invested in exploration and development work 
and environmental programs to responsibly advance the Project. The Palmer Project hosts a National 
Instrument 43-101 mineral resource of 4.68 million tonnes of 10.2% zinc equivalent (3.9% copper 
equivalent) in the indicated category and 9.59 million tonnes of 8.9% zinc equivalent (3.4% copper 
equivalent) in the inferred category. Please refer to the Company’s Preliminary Economic Assessment 
(“PEA”), which was completed in June 2019 (filed July 18, 2019, amended March 7, 2022; filed on 
www.sedar.com).   

The amended PEA is preliminary in nature and includes inferred mineral resources that are considered 
too speculative geologically to have economic considerations applied to them that would enable them 
to be categorized as mineral reserves. There is no certainty that amended PEA results will be realized. 
Mineral resources that are not mineral reserves do not have demonstrated economic viability. 

 
About American Pacific Mining Corp. 
 
American Pacific Mining Corp. is a precious and base metals explorer and developer focused on 
opportunities in the Western United States. The Company has two flagship assets: the Palmer Project, 
a Volcanic Massive Sulphide-Sulphate (VMS) project in Alaska, under joint-venture partnership with 
Dowa Metals & Mining, owner of Japan’s largest zinc smelter; and the Madison Project, a past-
producing copper-gold project in Montana. For the Madison transaction, American Pacific was selected 
as a finalist in both 2021 and 2022 for ‘Deal of the Year’ at the S&P Global Platts Global Metals Awards, 
an annual program that recognizes exemplary accomplishments in 16 performance categories. Also, in 
American Pacific’s asset portfolio are high-grade, precious metals projects located in key mining 

http://www.sedar.com/


 

 

districts in Nevada, USA, including the Ziggurat Gold project, partnered with Centerra Gold      and the 
Tuscarora Gold-Silver project. The Company’s mission is to grow by the drill bit and by acquisition. 

On Behalf of the Board of American Pacific Mining Corp. 

“Warwick Smith” 

CEO & Director 

Corporate Office: Suite 910 – 510 Burrard Street Vancouver, BC, V6C 3A8 Canada 

  
Investor Relations Contact: 
Kristina Pillon, High Tide Consulting Corp., 
604.908.1695 / kristina@americanpacific.ca 
 
Media Relations Contact: 
Adam Bello, Primoris Group Inc. 
416.489.0092 / media@primorisgroup.com 
 

Forward-looking Information 

  

This news release includes certain statements that may be deemed to be “forward-looking information” within 
the meaning of Canadian securities legislation. All statements in this news release, other than statements of 
historical facts are forward looking statements, including statements that address our expectations with respect 
to future work programs at Madison. Forward-looking statements are often, but not always, identified by the use 
of words such as "seek", "anticipate", "plan", "continue", "estimate", "expect", "may", "will", "project", "predict", 
"potential", "targeting", "intend", "could", "might", "should", "believe" and similar expressions. These statements 
involve known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors that may cause actual results or events to differ 
materially from those anticipated in such forward-looking statements. Although American Pacific believes the 
expectations expressed in such forward-looking statements are based on reasonable assumptions, such 
statements are not guarantees of future performance and actual results or developments may differ materially 
from those in the forward-looking statements. Factors that could cause actual results to differ materially from 
those in forward-looking statements include, but are not limited to, timing of receipt of required permits, changes 
in applicable laws, changes in commodities prices, changes in mineral production performance, exploitation and 
exploration successes, as applicable, continued availability of capital and financing, and general economic, 
market or business conditions, political risk, currency risk and capital cost inflation. In addition, forward-looking 
statements are subject to various risks, including that data is incomplete and considerable additional work will 
be required to complete further evaluation, including but not limited to drilling, engineering and socio-economic 
studies and investment. The reader is referred to American Pacific’s filings with the Canadian securities regulators 
for disclosure regarding these and other risk factors. There is no certainty that any forward-looking statement 
will come to pass, and investors should not place undue reliance upon forward-looking statements. 

mailto:kristina@americanpacific.ca


The CSE has neither approved nor disapproved the contents of this news release. Neither the CSE nor its 
Regulation Services Provider (as that term is defined in the policies of the CSE) accepts responsibility for the 
adequacy or accuracy of this release. 



The Plan Proposes

• Expanded baseline data collection 
over a larger area;

• Subsurface data collection;

• Access roads and laydown area;

• Surface mineral sampling. The Palmer Project is an advanced mineral exploration project 
operated by Alaska’s Constantine Mining LLC (Constantine) near 
Southeast Alaska.

Our team, many of whom live in the region, are currently exploring 
the potential of Palmer’s copper, zinc, silver, gold, and barite 
volcanogenic massive sulfide (VMS) deposits while evaluating the 
social, environmental and economic potential of the project. We 
are conducting detailed environmental studies and engineering 
programs guided by state and federal permits and authorizations 
continuing with Palmer’s multi-year plan.

Collecting information on existing 
environmental conditions of 
the area will continue to inform 
Constantine’s understanding of 
the natural environment and guide 
future activities.

Five-Year Activity Plan

Authorization of the Plan is coordinated by The Alaska Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Division of Mining 
Land and Water (DMLW) in support of an Application for Permits to Mine in Alaska (APMA). The APMA is one of a 
portfolio of State and Federal authorizations to guide the next phase of responsible exploration at Palmer.

Public comment is available and we welcome 
your feedback on protecting all Chilkat Valley 

resources and quality of life.

Does this plan mean a mine is going 
to be built? 
No. The Five-Year Plan proposes 
activities on the State lands of the 
property continuing Constantine’s 
exploration and evaluation phase of 
the Palmer Project.

Why is this needed? 
Constantine currently operates under 
multiple authorizations from state and 
federal agencies. This Five-Year Plan 
specifically requests data gathering 
activities on state land.

What is being done to protect the 
waters and environment of the 
Chilkat Valley?
As the Palmer Project is NOT a mining 
operation, Constantine is not treating 
or discharging any processed mine 
water. 

The proposed activities in the Plan 
are designed for minimal disturbance 
with best management practices in 
place. Data from these studies will be 
critical to inform future decisions on 
the environmental sustainability of the 
project. 

What safety measures will be used?
During the proposed activities, 
public notifications will announce 
specific activities and locations 
when necessary. This may include  
temporarily limiting access to certain 
areas while activities are underway. 
Upon completion, installations such as 
groundwater wells will be identifiable 
and marked with snow poles.

FA
Q

PALMER PROJECT 
FIVE-YEAR PLAN OF OPERATIONS 
SUBMITTED TO THE STATE OF ALASKA



Geotechnical Understanding

Specific data is needed to understand conditions below the surface. The Five-Year Plan 
proposes the following activities, up to the amounts described below:

Other Activities

Up to 6.55 miles of access roads and a 1-acre laydown area of are proposed to support the activities in the Five-Year Plan.

Test Pits: 

40 excavator-bucket-size overburden holes to assess near surface ground conditions; the pits will be 
filled and reclaimed immediately following the work.

Seismic Surveys: 

5.5 miles of line clearing to allow access for specialized equipment to send sound waves into the 
ground which produce images of the shallow rock and structures.

Geotechnical Drilling: 

33 drill pads will be developed and reclaimed to support this work.

Contact Us
Our team believes in open and transparent communication 
and we always welcome opportunities to share information.

Project Facts
• Haines resident Merrill Palmer discovered surface 

mineralization in 1969.

• The Palmer Property includes Zinc, Copper and Barite 
recognized as critical minerals by the United States 
Geological Survey (USGS) and the Department of Energy 
(DOE).

• Over $100 million has been invested in mineral 
exploration, geotechnical, and environmental studies at 
Palmer.

• Property area totals 62,590 acres (97.8 square miles) 
consisting of mineral leases with Alaska Mental Health 
Trust Authority, Federal mining claims, and State mining 
claims.

• The Property is host to two NI 43-101 mineral deposits 
with a consolidated mineral resource of 4.68 million 
tonnes of 10.21% zinc equivalent (3.92% CuEq) in the 
indicated category and 9.59 million tonnes of 8.87% zinc 
equivalent (3.40% CuEq) in the inferred category. 
Preliminary Economic Assessment (“PEA”), which was completed in June 2019 (filed July 18, 2019, 
amended March 7, 2022; filed on www.sedar.com)

Environmental Studies and Monitoring

Constantine’s actions are designed for minimal impact while natural baseline conditions 
are assessed before future work is planned. Existing environmental programs are proposed 
for continued enhancement and expanded onto State land to further understand:

Climate
• Installation of an additional meteorological station (Up to two total).
Water Quality, Conditions and Movement
• Installation of up to 20 groundwater monitoring wells;
• Surface water flow and quality monitoring;
• Wetlands delineation.

Fish, Wildlife and People
• Fish surveys;
• Wildlife observations and surveys;
• Cultural resource surveys.

Constantine is funded through a Joint Venture (JV) partnership between Dowa Metals and Mining Alaska
Ltd (Dowa) and Constantine North Inc, a subsidiary of American Pacific Mining (APM).

Contact our Haines office - 120 N 2nd Ave., Haines Alaska 99827
Visit - www.americanpacificmining.com
Call us at - 907-766-2057
Email - info@constantinemetals.com
Facebook - Constantine’s Palmer Project
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