
David R. Palmer  

Experience and Work History

October 2006-June 2009
Airport Manager, Juneau International Airport

 Relevant primary responsibilities: 
-Overall supervision of Airport operations and management including assuring 
completion and approval of the Environmental Impact Study for the Runway Safety 
Improvement project including completion of the mitigation agreement, project design, 
and acquisition of permits.
-Oversight and management of the Passenger Terminal Expansion project; staffing, 
funding, design contracts, public meetings and tenant needs
-Negotiations with contractors, suppliers, tenants, agencies, and consultants

April 1995-July 2002
City Manager, City and Borough of Juneau

Relevant primary responsibilities:
Overall responsibility for City functions including supervision of department heads.
Conducted negotiations,  participated in settlement conferences and formal mediation;
trained City employees in conflict resolution and effective communication. Conducted 
and participated in public hearings; heard and resolved employment issues.

November 1991-April 1995
Deputy City Manager, City and Borough of Juneau

Relevant primary responsibilities:
Directly supervised the CBJ Engineering Department, providing guidance and 
leadership to staff engineers, architects, technicians, permit agents, building inspectors 
and clerical staff.  Investigated and resolved conflicts with contractors, vendors, and 
permitting agencies.  Served as acting Airport Manager and participated in recruitment 
and selection of Airport Manager.  Negotiated Airport tenant leases, investigated and 
resolved employee and tenant issues.

April 1989-November 1991
City Manager, City of Petersburg, Alaska

Provided management and leadership to 80 employees in all city departments, including 
police, fire, administration, public works, electric utility, harbors, and parks and 
recreation.



November 1983-March 1989
City Administrator, City of Craig Alaska
Provided hands-on administration and leadership to 40 employees.  Obtained funds for, 
negotiated contracts with consultants and contractors, including developing a new primary 
water source and access road for significant residential development.  Resolved settlement 
issues with the local Native Corporation regarding contentious ANILCA land claims.

January 1983-May 1983
Legislative Assistant to State Representative Mae Tischer in the 13th Alaska Legislative 
Session.

July 1978-May 1982
City Manager, Toledo, Oregon

Provided management oversight and leadership to all 50 City employees.  Negotiated 
contracts for the construction of a wastewater treatment plant, negotiated 20 land acquisition 
agreements with landowners for the construction of a new road through private property.

Education and Training

Bachelor of Science, University of Oregon, 1971 (Political Science and Public Administration)

Duke University, Private Adjudication Center: Formal mediation training and certificate November 
2002.

International City Management Association (ICMA) Center for Professional Development, 
Presentation Skills, 1994,

Harvard University JFK School of Government ICMA Management Training  (seminar) 1998

Glaser and Associates, management training for conflict resolution, collaborative problem solving, and 
effective communication  Trainer and presenter, 1999-2009.

State of Alaska and FEMA courses completed for Incident Command System.

Professional Organizations

Past member:
American Public Works Association
American Association of Airport Executives
Alaska Municipal Management Association (President 1998 and 1999)
International City/County Management Association (26 years)

Other Interests:

FAA commercial pilot license, current
FAA Certificated Flight Instructor (non current)


