
4/03/20 EOC Update 
 
Containers at the Public Safety Building 
 
Haines residents might see a few new pieces of equipment in the public safety building parking 
lot. We're sorry if the arrival of these trailers caused distress for anyone. Let us explain what they 
are: 
The two white trailers in the parking lot were ordered by the Haines Borough Volunteer Fire 
Department about four weeks ago and were not originally destined to be part of our COVID-19 
response. They are simply storage units. One will store wild land firefighting and search and 
rescue gear the department uses, especially in the summer months. The second will store 
emergency response equipment like blankets and supplies that might be needed in an emergency 
or natural disaster. Again, these two trailers were destined for Haines before we began our 
response to COVID-19 in earnest. 
 
The third trailer parked closest to the building is a necessary precaution in our COVID-19 
response. It is a temporary morgue that we hope we do not need to use. But, considering our 
current morgue in the public safety building may only accommodate 1-2 bodies, we needed to be 
prepared. We must park it there in order to provide access to electricity and surveillance. We 
hope this trailer goes unused as our community continues to actively fight this pandemic by 
staying at home, quarantining when necessary and practicing good hygiene. We hope the 
community recognizes this as a planning effort. 
 
You will see a fourth trailer arriving soon; it will have HAZMAT written on the side. It is a 
mobile decontamination shower unit for our first responders who may need to use it if they 
eventually have to respond to any scene where an active case of COVID-19 could exist. Again, 
this is just a precaution and an effort to keep our community prepared and safe. If you have any 
questions, please email our emergency operations command at eoc@haines.ak.us. 
 

Handmade Masks 

Dr. Anne Zink (Alaska’s Chief Medical Officer) has recommended the use of handmade (fabric) 
masks when you go out to run your errands.  These masks are not thought to protect you from 
contracting coronavirus but will help with source control (if you are getting sick but are 
asymptomatic, it could prevent its spread.  It is important to wash your mask regularly in HOT 
water—freezing is not known to be effective in killing COVID-19. There are many patterns 
available online to make masks. We also believe that there are groups in Haines making masks 
for sale—the information will be shared when available. 

 



Dr. Anne Zink’s Presentation re COVID-19 
https://www.hainesalaska.gov/sites/default/files/fileattachments/community/page/26411/soa_040
2202_alaskahealthcarepresentation_compatibility_mode.pdf 

New State Tool 
 
The Alaska Department of Health and Social Services has introduced a new tool to provide 
information, maps and resources about the coronavirus response in our local area.  To use this 
tool, go to coronavirus-response-alaska-DHSS.hub.arcgis.com. 
**PLEASE NOTE: When you click on Haines- the top says “Showing 1”—that means it is 
showing page 1 of results NOT that there are any positive cases in Haines.  AGAIN, THERE 
ARE NO KNOWN POSITIVE CASES OF COVID-19 IN HAINES** 

 


