
July 27, 2020 
From:  Libby Jacobson, Planning and Zoning Technician  

To:     Haines Borough Planning Commission 

Re:    Chilkoot Indian Association Barrier of ROW on Chilkoot Street 
Summary 
Chilkoot Indian Association (CIA) is requesting a ROW permit to place a moveable barrier across 
Chilkoot Street as an “immediate and temporary measure,” in hopes to later apply to vacate the ROW. 

The subdivision, owned by CIA, has concerns of safety and wellbeing despite measures such as signs 
and speed bumps already have been implemented as drivers continue to speed. 

The ROW is Borough owned and maintained. Chilkoot Street connects Fair Drive to Major Road. 

Staff Recommendation 
Borough staff recommend the denial of this permit, for the following reasons. 

1. This is a Borough road and abandonment of a road, even on a temporary basis is not advised.

2. Traffic control may be addressed in other ways without closing the street.

3. It is not in the Borough’s best interest to vacate the right-of way.

4. Emergency vehicle access would be impeded by this action.
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Location: 

Notifications Sent to Surrounding Property 

Re:     Summary of ROW Permit Submitted by Chilkoot Indian Association 
  Chilkoot Street, Chilkoot Subdivison ; Multiple Residential Use Zone 

Dear property owner, 

You have been identified as owning property within 500 feet of the above listed ROW. This is 
notification that there will be a public hearing regarding a Vacation of a Right of Way. This matter will 
be heard August 13, 2020 at 6:30pm in the Assembly Chambers. You are invited to provide testimony 
at the meeting or submit written comments to the Borough Planning & Zoning Tech at 
ljacobson@haines.ak.us. For more information, please call the Lands Dept. at 766-6400 ex3 or visit 
https://www.hainesalaska.gov/pc/planning-commission-53 

OWNER1 OWNER2 OWNER3 OWNER4 
PORT CHILKOOT CO. LEE HEINMILLER BOX 271 HAINES  AK  99827 
SEAK STATE FAIR BOX 385 HAINES AK 99827 
CHUN WILLIAMSON BOX 1296 HAINES  AK  99827 
HIGHLAND ESTATES BOX 1129 HAINES  AK  99827 
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HARRIET 
BROUILLETTE 

BOX 422 HAINES AK 99827 

JEWEL R. STEVENS BOX 927 HAINES AK 99827 
ROBERT MARTIN JR. CHERI MARTIN BOX 813 HAINES AK 99827 

Relevant Code: 

Haines Borough Code 

10.02.180 Street closed to traffic. 

A. The manager is authorized to close streets to traffic.

B. Whenever any street is closed to the use of traffic and the same so indicated by authorized signs or
barriers, no vehicle shall proceed into the street or any portion thereof except as directed by the signs.
Whenever a street is closed, notice shall immediately be given to the fire chief and police chief by the
person who closed the street.

10.02.210 Authority to restrict pedestrians and operation of certain vehicles. 

The manager is authorized to post signs where necessary: 

A. To prohibit the operation of commercial vehicles on certain residential streets or highways where
such operation would create exceptional hazardous conditions or cause undue public inconvenience.

When signs are erected giving notice thereof, no person shall operate any commercial vehicle at any 
time upon any of the streets or highways or parts of streets or highways so designated, except that such 
vehicles may be operated thereon for the purpose of delivering or picking up materials or merchandise 
and then only by entering such street or highway at the intersection nearest the destination of the 
vehicle and proceeding thereon no further than the nearest intersection thereafter. 

B. To prohibit pedestrians and nonmotorized vehicles on certain heavily vehicular – or pedestrian-
traveled streets or highways or otherwise on sidewalks, walkways, or other borough property determined
to be unsafe for pedestrian and/or nonmotorized methods of transportation use, or if such use is
determined by the manager to be destructive to property. No person shall do any act in violation of such
signs. (Ord. 04-03-052)

10.02.230 Specifications for traffic control devices. 

All traffic control signs, signals and devices shall so far as practicable conform to the most recent version 
of the “Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices” published by the Federal Highway Administration, 
U.S. Department of Transportation. All signs and signals required hereunder for a particular purpose 
shall so far as practicable be uniform as to type and location throughout the townsite service area. All 

PC Agenda Packet 8/13/2020 
Item 10B: ROW #20-32 Barrier 

Page 3 of 10



traffic control devices so erected and not inconsistent with the provisions of state law or this chapter 
shall be official traffic control devices. 

12.16.010 Obstructions prohibited. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to block or obstruct the use of any street or alley, including sidewalk 
areas, or the free use thereof, without first obtaining permission from the manager. The foregoing 
prohibition does not apply to any marquee extending from a building over any sidewalk; providing, 
however, that no marquee shall extend closer than two feet from a line drawn vertically from the outside 
of any curbing or curb line provided for in this title. 
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7/27/20

x
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07/24/2020 

To the Haines Borough Planning Commission, 

Chilkoot Indian Association is requesting that a road barrier be placed on Chilkoot St. 
between the Chilkoot Subdivision and Major Road; please see the attached map and 
barrier picture.  As an immediate and temporary measure we are applying under the 
Haines Borough Right-Of-Way permit, but will be filing for a right to vacate permit for a 
permanent solution in the near future.  This is due to the extensive and prolonged 
process for the vacation of right-of-ways. 

The main reason for this is that the subdivision has tried relentlessly to control speeding 
in the subdivision thru the use of signs, speed bumps and word of mouth, but drivers 
continue to drive over the 15 mph speed limit, sprinting between speed bumps.  There 
are children at play in the subdivision, playing ball, learning how to ride bikes, and 
elders at rest in this community.  The barrier is for their safety and well-being.   

This barrier could be moved by our heavy equipment quite easily and in a timely 
fashion in the case access thru the area were needed.  The barrier would be placed in 
accordance with Federal Highways “Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices”.  Please 
accept our request for limiting the access to the Chilkoot Subdivision to keep our 
children and residents safe and at peace. 

Thank You for your time & consideration, 

Chilkoot Indian Association 
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Oh, and to clarify, the barrier they are proposing is actually on Chilkoot Street. 
Libby Jacobson 
Planning and Zoning Tech 
Haines Borough  
907-766-6400
www.hainesalaska.gov
ljacobson@haines.ak.us

This e-mail may be considered a public record and be subject to public disclosure. Confidentiality Notice: 
This e-mail may contain confidential or privileged information. It is intended only for the use of the 
recipient named above. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify me 
immediately by reply email, delete the message from your computer, and destroy any paper copies.  

From: Will Hickman <whickman@haines.ak.us>  
Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2020 9:19 AM 
To: Libby Jacobson <ljacobson@haines.ak.us> 
Subject: RE: Right of Way Permit Application for Chilkoot Subdivision Barrier 

Libby, 
I would need some more information, but it looks like they are planning to place a jersey barrier along 
Major Road to block off access from the subdivision. I don’t see any reason the city would allow this to 
happen, as you mentioned the roads in the subdivision are a borough asset, maintained the same as any 
other paved road under the borough responsibility. The speed bumps they placed were according to a 
ROW permit, but as you may have experienced they are far too aggressive for a 15mph area and belong 
in a parking lot setting. I will touch base with the police department and see if they can observe if traffic 
speeds in the area. 

Let me know if you need anything else, I do not approve of their proposal. 
Will Hickman, 
Public Works Superintendent  
Haines, Alaska 
907-314-3168
From: Libby Jacobson
Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2020 8:58 AM
To: Will Hickman <whickman@haines.ak.us>
Cc: Edward Coffland <ecoffland@haines.ak.us>
Subject: FW: Right of Way Permit Application for Chilkoot Subdivision Barrier
Hello Will,
Do you have any comments on this ROW permit application? Snow removal conditions, etc? Comments
from Public Facilities are important in this matter.
Thanks!
Libby Jacobson
Planning and Zoning Tech
Haines Borough
907-766-6400
www.hainesalaska.gov
ljacobson@haines.ak.us
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