
HAINESBOROUGH,ALASKA 
P.O. BOX 1209 

HAINES,AK 99827 
(907) 766-2231 FAX (907) 766-2716

September 16, 2016 

National Endowment for the Arts 
400 7th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20506 

Re: Letter of Support for the Alaska Arts Confluence's Our Town Award 

To the Selection Committee: 

On behalf of the Haines Borough, it is a privilege to recommend the Alaska Arts Confluence 
(Confluence) for the 2017 Our Town award regarding the Community Design of the 
Interconnected Portage Cove Waterfront. 

For more than a decade, the Confluence has been a stalwait in promoting the arts through local 
strategic planning and public outreach, creating positive approaches to future growth in our 
community. The Confluence represents 24 organizations and over 90 individual artists, and its 
efforts are widely supported by governmental and non-governmental agencies. 

The community of Haines is cun-ently involved in a number of redevelopment projects on our 
wate1front, such as the Harbor Expansion Project, the Interpretive Trail and Harbor Pai·k Project, 
and the Uplands redesign. In our view, the Confluence is uniquely suited to bring diverse 
stakeholders together for a common goal: to design an interconnected byway for pedestrian use 
that promotes and synthesizes our built environment with the natural and cultural beauty of 
Portage Cove. 

We consider ourselves extremely lucky to have the Confluence in our community because they 
create partnerships through the aits and aid a growing arts economy. The opportunities they 
provide are invaluable to our residents. Should the Confluence be chosen as a recipient, we are 
ce1tain it would only enhance public engagement and positive placemaking for Portage Cove. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

�� L--efLJ:? 
William Seward 

or, Haines Borough Manager, Haines Borough 

The Haines Borough is a manager form of government. The Borough Manager and the Mayor 
are the highest ranking government officials.





 

 

 
The Haines Sheldon Museum is a Haines Borough Facility 

 
Museums, Libraries, Archives -- Your Keys to Lifelong Learning 

 

 

Haines Sheldon Museum  

PO Box 269 ● Haines ● Alaska ● 99827 
(907)-766-2366    Fax: (907) 766-2368 
www.sheldonmuseum.org 
 

 

 

 

September 20, 2016 

 
Dear National Endowment for the Arts, 
 

The Haines Sheldon Museum strongly supports the Alaska Arts Confluence’s Our Town proposal. The proposal 

will fund a much-needed planning process for our beautiful historic harbor, engaging a diverse cross-section of 

stakeholders in proactive planning for the 1.6 mile Portage Cove waterfront. Our concern is that the waterfront, 

which started as a beautiful sandy curve, is being cut up by differing concerns and not being viewed as a whole 

asset whose aesthetics greatly enhance our town. 

 

The Haines Sheldon Museum is located on a bluff overlooking the Portage Cove waterfront, just above the small 

boat harbor. Our site is the location of the first settlement in Haines, the Presbyterian missionary home. From our 

location, we look at the harbor and the striking Lynn Canal – a mountain-lined fjord at the northern end of the 

Southeast Alaska water corridor. In our collection, we hold photographs showing the harbor over time, as it 

became more and more built up. 

 

The museum serves as the anchor between the waterfront and Main Street. The museum’s sculpture garden, 

which has grown rapidly since its inception two years ago thanks to generous private donations, helps encourage 

visitors who are walking along the waterfront to climb up the hill and explore downtown. We hope that as part of 

the planning process funded by this grant that we will solidify a vision for direct access to our grounds from the 

waterfront, and from there into downtown. 

 

The Haines Sheldon Museum shares with Arts Confluence a vision of a better quality of life for citizens through 

the arts. Creative place making is one way we can make this happen. We have worked together with the Arts 

Confluence on Art on Main Street, co-founded First Friday, and were key in the development of the Sculpture 

Garden and Fort Seward Interpretive Walking Tour signage.  

 

In small town Alaska, where the winters can be long and dark, creative outlets and inspiration are vital to the 

mental health and well-being of the community. These creative outlets include visual arts, impromptu 

performances (in our town these often use beautiful locally made puppets or Native dancing), skits or storytelling. 

At the museum, we encourage artists to submit for one-man shows, where they reimagine a small gallery. We also 

have community guest curators who develop an exhibit around their passion, be it puppets or portraits or Native 

formline art. Art demonstrations in our water front garden also pull people into town. 

 

I hope that you are able to fund the Arts Confluence’s request. It will make a significant difference to our 

community. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Helen Alten, Executive Director 
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A community-owned corporation funded in part by our listeners and the Alaska Public Broadcasting Commission 

 
 
 

 
 

9/21/2016 
 
National Endowment for the Arts 
“Our Town” Selection Committee 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
I’m writing in support of the Alaska Arts Confluence. This organization has been a powerhouse 
from its inception, pulling from disparate community groups to engage them in public projects 
that have brought art and beauty to the town of Haines. One of the great strengths of this 
organization is the proactive nature of its work - planning ahead to give enough time for the 
many stakeholders in different projects to absorb and integrate the information, bringing 
consensus to a sometimes fractious town of passionate individuals. 
 
KHNS is proud to be a media partner with the Confluence for the Arts. Our mission is to provide 
information, education and entertainment to our communities. We accomplish this with a small 
staff and a number of dedicated volunteers and by working closely with our community groups 
and organizations. Confluence for the Arts is a pleasure to work with because of its collaborative 
and generous approach to inclusion and creativity.  
 
KHNS has brought artists on the air to speak about Art on Main Street, a wonderful 
beautification of our downtown area showcasing artist’s work in local businesses; we run 
announcements regularly making listeners aware of First Friday, an innovative event pairing 
business and art with a monthly social gathering; The Sculpture Garden, The Fort Seward 
Interpretive Project Walking Tour and now the proactive planning for the 1.6 mile Portage Cove 
waterfront trail between Picture Point and Portage Cove Campground that is underway are just a 
few of the impressive projects that KHNS has had the pleasure to be involved in. 
 
We are fortunate to live in a place of extraordinary beauty, but it takes hard work 
and foresight to keep the urban creep at bay. Alaska Arts Confluence and Carol 
Tuynman in particular, has that foresight as well as the cohesion and efficiency of 
an extremely well – organized group to make these projects happen in a way that 
brings together rather than dictates. I hope you will recognize and join us in 
supporting the Confluence wholeheartedly. 
 
Kay Clements 
General Manager, KHNS 
907-766-2020 x3  gm@khns.org 






