
Page | 1  

 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
Thursday, March 10, 2016 - 6:30 p.m.                           Assembly Chambers, 213 Haines Hwy. 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER / PLEDGE TO THE FLAG  

2. ROLL CALL  

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: February 11, 2016 

5. PUBLIC COMMENTS  [Items not scheduled for public hearing] 

6. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

7. STAFF REPORT 

A. Planning & Zoning Report 

8. PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

A. Thomas & Patricia Faverty – Vacation Rental Conditional Use Proposal – Action Item – Property owners, 

Thomas & Patricia Faverty, have requested the Planning Commission to approve a conditional use permit to allow a 
vacation rental from May through September at their property on 209 Front Street. 
 

9. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

A. Michael Wilson – Heliport Appeal – Action Item – Property owner Wilson’s appeal of the Haines Borough 

Manager’s decision on historical use of AA35 (35 mile helipad) dated December 28, 2015. 
 

10. NEW BUSINESS:  

A. Historic District/Building Review – None  

B. Haines Borough Code Amendments: None 

C. Project Updates:  

1. Chilkat Valley Preschool/Senior Center Construction Project 
2. Chilkoot Distillery, S. Copeland – Land Use Permit Significant Structures Area - Action Item – 

Property owner, Sean Copeland of Chilkoot Distillery, requests the Planning Commission approval for the 
construction of a covered deck addition at their property on 34 Blacksmith Street. 
 

D. Other New Business – None  

11. COMMISSION COMMENTS 

12. CORRESPONDENCE 

13. SCHEDULE MEETING DATE 

A.      Regular Meeting – Thursday, April 14, 2016 6:30 p.m. 

14. ADJOURNMENT  
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1. CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE TO THE FLAG – Chairman Goldberg called the meeting to 
order at 6:30 p.m. in Assembly Chambers and led the pledge to the flag. 

2. ROLL CALL – Present: Chairman Rob Goldberg, Commissioners Lee Heinmiller, Brenda 
Josephson, Rob Miller, Heather Lende and Don Turner III.  Larry Geise called in. 

Staff Present: Brad Ryan, Interim Manager, and Kathryn Friedle, Admin. Assistant  

Also Present: Diana Lapham, Emily Files and Karen Garcia, Mike Case, Tim Thomas, 
Mike Wilson, Michelle Wilson, Sean Brownell, Annie Humphrys, John Carlson, Jack 
Smith, Eric Forster, Cambria Holmes, Leigh & Greg Horner, and Nicholas Szatkowski.  

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Motion: Miller moved to “approve the agenda as amended.” Josephson seconded it. 
The motion carried unanimously. 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – January 14, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes 

Motion: Turner moved to “approve the January 14, 2016 minutes.” Heinmiller seconded 
it. The motion carried unanimously.  

5. PUBLIC COMMENTS—None  

6. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

A. Add Chilkat Valley Preschool construction drawings to New Business for the March 10
th
 

PC meeting. 

7. STAFF REPORTS  

A. Planning & Zoning Staff Report 

Friedle reported monthly permits and updates on projects.  

8. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

A. Forster/Holmes—Restaurant Conditional Use Proposal—Action Item 

Goldberg opened the public hearing at 6:50 p.m. 

Forster explained new parking map for restaurant and discussed parking and 
composting issues with commissioners and public.   

Goldberg closed the public hearing at 7:30 p.m. 

Motion: Turner moved to “approve the conditional use permit for Pilothouse 
Restaurant.” Lende seconded it. The motion carried unanimously. 

B. Southern Energy, Inc.—Walker Lake Hydro Conditional Use Proposal—Action 
Item 

Floreske stated he was at meeting to answer questions. 

Szatkowski stated concerns about biological impact on Little Salmon Watershed. 
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Goldberg stated that the Walker Lake Hydro project will be using Walker Creek—not 
Little Salmon Watershed, and that extensive reviews of the project have been done 
by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission and USACE, as well as the 
Takshanuk Watershed Council—all of whom have approved the project as not 
impacting the environment.  

Motion: Lende moved to “approve the conditional use permit for Southern Energy, 
Inc.” Miller seconded it. The motion carried unanimously. 

9. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. Michael Wilson – Heliport Conditional Use Proposal—Action Item 

Thomas and Smith supported 35 Mile heliport for heliskiing and winter tourism. 

Brownell discussed safety issues concerning 33 Mile and FAA approval of 35 Mile.  
Brownell stated future plans for building a ski lodge at 35 Mile. 

Turner, Josephson and Heinmiller agreed to add a condition to the permit to not 
allow year-round use. 

Motion: Turner moved to “approve the conditional use permit for Michael Wilson 
Heliport for Heli-skiing only.” Miller seconded it. The motion carried unanimously. 

B. Michael Wilson – Heliport Appeal – Action Item   
 
Motion: Heinmiller moved to “send question back to attorney for additional opinion 
to see if conditional use permit  granting for heliskiing has changed his opinion” and it 
was amended to “send back to Interim Borough Manager, who will ask attorney for 
further evaluation.”  Miller seconded it. The motion carried unanimously. 
 

C. Clarify “Building Height” 
 
Motion: Josephson moved to “adopt definitions as written for HBC 18.20 Building 
Height and Grade Plane, and for HBC 18.30 Building Height.” Miller seconded it. 
The motion carried unanimously. 
 

10. NEW BUSINESS  

A. Historic District/Building Review—None 

B. Haines Borough Code Amendments—None 

C. Project Updates--None 

D. Other New Business—None  

11. COMMISSION COMMENTS—None 

12. CORRESPONDENCE - None 

13. SET MEETING DATES 

A.  Regular Meeting—Thursday, March 10, 2016.  

14. ADJOURNMENT– 9:00 p.m.   



Staff Report for March 10, 2016 

1. Permits Issued Since February 1, 2016  

DATE OWNER/AGENT TAX ID LOT BLK SUBDIVISION DEVELOPMENT ZONE 

2/09/16 Sarah Jaymot C-MIS-0F-0400 4 F Presbyterian Mission Sign Permit C 

2/11/16 Eric Forster/Cambria Holmes C-PTC-0L-0500 5 L Port Chilkoot Restaurant SSA 

2/11/16 Southern Energy, Inc. State of AK 

  

USGS Quad. Skagway B-4 Walker Lake Hydro GU 

2/11/16 Michael Wilson 3-HHY-36-3426 

  

36 Mile Haines Hwy. Heliport GU 

2/16/16 Jim & Randa Szymanski C-NUK-00-0600 6A 

 

Nukdik Point II Water Service SR 

        

        

        

         

2. Projects 

 Veterans Home sign project—Wayne Price carving posts 

 Scanning all Borough maps, reprinting some, archiving some at Museum 
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February 24, 2016 

 

 

 

Re:  Thomas & Patricia Faverty 

        Vacation Rental Conditional Use Permit Application 

        209 Front Street, Property Account # C-TNS-22-0700 

 

Dear Land Owner, 

 

Haines Borough records show that you own property within 200 feet of the above-listed property.   

Thomas & Patricia Faverty have requested the Planning Commission approve a Conditional Use 

Permit allowing the operation of a vacation rental business on her property. Haines Borough 

Code 18.70.030(A)(7) allows vacation rentals upon approval of a conditional use permit. 

 

The Haines Borough Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on the matter at the next 

regular Planning Commission meeting.  The meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m. at the Haines 

Borough Assembly Chambers on Thursday March 10, 2016.  As an owner of property within 200 

feet of the above-listed property you are being notified that you are invited to attend and comment 

at the meeting. Please send written comments to the above Haines Borough address or email to 

Julia Cozzi at jcozzi@haines.ak.us.  If you have any questions on the matter, please contact the 

Borough.  Thank you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Kathryn Friedle 

Administrative Assistant 

Lands Department 

Phone: (907)766-2231 Ext 22 

 

Cc:  Thomas & Patricia Faverty 

 
HAINES BOROUGH, ALASKA 
P.O. BOX 1209 

HAINES, AK  99827 
(907) 766-2231 FAX (907) 766-2716 

 

mailto:jcozzi@haines.ak.us


 List of Property Owners Notified 

For Faverty Vacation Rental CUP 

 

 

 

Lola Vogel 

P.O. Box 351 

Skagway, AK  99840-0351 

 

Raven House 

c/o Nathan Jackson 

5972 Roosevelt Dr. S. 

Ketchikan, AK  99901 

 

Michael Falvey 

Elizabeth Marantz-Falvey 

P.O. Box 46 

Haines, AK  99827 

 

Ethel Hamar 

P.O. Box 18091 

Coffman Cove, AK  99918 

 

David & Carol Pahl 

P.O. Box 702 

Haines, AK  99827 

 

Roger Schnabel 

HC 60 Box 4800 

Haines, AK  99827 

 

Timothy Hannon 

P.O. Box 47 

Haines, AK  99827 

 

Thomas Williams, Jr. 

P.O. Box 141 

Haines, AK  99827 

 

Jack & Ramona Martin 

P.O. Box 429 

Haines, AK  99827 

 

Henry Jacquot 

HC 60 Box 2552 

Haines, AK  99827 

 

 

 

 

Jennifer Peters 

P.O. Box 287 

Haines, AK  99827 

 

Robert & Cecelia David 

P.O. Box 174 

Haines, AK  99827 

 

Thomas & Patricia Faverty 

P.O. Box 1107 

Haines, AK  99827 
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U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Federal A via ti on 
Administration 

August 24, 2009 

Michael H. Wilson & Vicki Gardner 
35 Mile Old Haines Highway 
Haines, AK 99827 

222 W. 7th Ave #14 
Anchorage, AK 99513-7587 

RE: (See attached Table 1 for referenced case(s)) 
DETERMINATION OF LANDING AREA PROPOSAL 

Table 1 - Letter Referenced Case(s) 

ASN Prior ASN Location 
Latitude Longitude AGL AMSL 
(NAD83) (NAD83) (Feet) (Feet) 

2008-AAL-l 74-NRA Haines, AK 59-26-15.20N 136-13-45.70W 0 690 

Description: Establish new private heliport. 

We have determined that the proposed private use landing area, will not adversely affect the safe and efficient 
use of the navigable airspace by aircraft, provided: 

• 

• 

All operations are conducted in VFR weather conditions . 

The landing area is limited to private use . 

Please notify the FAA within 15 days of completing the landing area by calling the FAA Area Flight Service 
Station (AFSS) serving your landing area to let them know you are activating the landing area while the Airport 
Master Record form is being processed. Please tell the Flight Service Station representative that you have 
received an aeronautical determination from the FAA, and supply them with the name of your landing area and 
the coordinates. 

Please return the enclosed Airport Master Record form to this office. When the processing of the Airport Master 
Record form is completed, your landing area will have a site number and a permanent location identifier. 
Indicate whether or not you would like to have your landing area shown on aeronautical charts. Charting also 
depends on the amount of "clutter" already on the charts near your site. 

In order to avoid placing any unfair restrictions on users of the navigable airspace, this determination is valid 
until February 24, 2011. Should the facility not be operational by this date, an extension of the determination 
must be obtained by I 5 days prior to the expiration date of this letter. 

This determination does not constitute FAA approval or disapproval of the physical development involved in 
the proposal. It is a determination with respect to the safe and efficient use of navigable airspace by aircraft and 
with respect to the safety of persons and property on the ground. 
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T11 making this determination, the FAA has considered matters such as 1:he ~f!'ects the propusai wc.u!d have on 
existing or planned traffic patterns of neighboring airports, the effects it would have on the existing airspace 
structures and projected programs of the FAA, the effects it would have on the safety of persons and property 
on the ground, and the effects that existing or proposed manmade objects (on file with the FAA), and known 
natural objects within the affected area would have on the airport proposal. 

The FAA cannot prevent the construction of structures near an airport. The airport environs can only be 
protected through such means as local zoning ordinances, acquisitions of property in fee title or aviation 
easements, letters of agreement, or other means. 

This determination does not preempt or waive any ordinance, law, or regulation of any other governmental body 
or agency. 

Enclosures: 

• Airport Master Record form 

If you have any questions concerning this determination contact Gabriel Mahns,, (907)271-3665, 
gabriel.mahns@faa.gov. 

< ~:.t.;,~o·' .... "'....sq-.- ./7'7':'T 

Gabriel Mahns 
Div User 
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U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Federal Aviation 
Administration 

June 21 , 2012 

Michael H. Wilson & Vicki Gardner 
35 Mile Old Haines Highway 
Haines, AK 99827 

Dear Michael H. Wilson & Vicki Gardner 

This letter is in regards to the Notice of Landing Area Proposal, FAA Form 7480-1 that you submitted to 
the FAA Airports Division on January 31, 2012. 

We are prepared to issue our final determination on the proposal, but prior to doing so, we need to 
receive from you a completed Airport Master Record, FAA Form 5010-5. We are unable to register 
your landing area without that information. 

I have attached a copy of the form to this letter for your convenience. Additionally, if you would like to 
obtain the form electronically, it is available here: 

http://www.faa.gov/forms/index.cfm/go/document. information/documentl D/1854 78 

For information on completing the form, please refer to Advisory Circular 150/5200-35A, available here: 

http:/ /www.faa.gov/reg ulations _policies/advisory_ circulars/index. cfm/go/document. information/ 
documentlD/393458 

Upon completion of the form, please mail to: 

Federal Aviation Administration, Airports Division 
Attn: Mike Edelmann, AAL-618 
222 W7th Ave, Suite 14 
Anchorage, AK 99513 

If you prefer, you can e-mail the completed form to the e-mail address below. or fax the completed form 
to (907) 271-2851 . 

Please reference Airspace Case number 2012-AAL-17-NRA in all communications. 

:;~ 
~~nn 

FAA, Alaska Airports Division 
Southeast Alaska Aviation Planner, AAL-618 
907-271-5026 voice 
907-271-2851 fax 
mike.edelmann@faa.gov 

Enclosure: FAA Form 5010-5 

















From: mwilson@coastalhelicopters.com
To: Julie Cozzi
Cc: sean dog
Subject: Fwd: July 18 2010
Date: Friday, December 11, 2015 9:33:54 AM
Attachments: July 18 2010.pdf

Hi Julie

After our conversation with Jan Hill yesterday we want to make sure you have the
information  supporting our routine use of the 35 mile property for helicopter landings and
operations. I will be sending you a series of files that contain information on some of those
flights

Mike

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: "Mike Wilson" <mwilson@coastalhelicopters.com>
Date: Dec 10, 2015 11:57
Subject: 
To: "sean dog" <heliskialaska@gmai.com>
Cc: 

mailto:mwilson@coastalhelicopters.com
mailto:jcozzi@haines.ak.us
mailto:heliskialaska@gmail.com
mailto:mwilson@coastalhelicopters.com
mailto:heliskialaska@gmai.com



Seq DBTable DBCode
Value


Item OldValue


825656 25 43712 Misc. Entry $1254.60 fuel HNS50gTok131gFBK77g


817975 25 43712 EndingHobbs 70.3


817974 25 43712 StartingHobbs 64.3


814668 25 43712 Misc. Entry 36607 6.0


791533 25 43712 Returned


791532 25 43712 Misc. Entry Manley, Donefor theday


791528 25 43712 Misc. Entry manleyhot springsasper sat track


791508 25 43712 Misc. Entry fairbanks- manlyw21900 nxt


791504 25 43712 Misc. Entry LandedFairbanks


791436 25 43712 Misc. Entry tok-fai 1730nxt


791356 25 43712 Misc. Entry landed tok


791250 25 43712 Misc. Entry drycreek - tok per tracker


791097 25 43712 Misc. Entry 35 for tokw/ 2 15:00 next


791094 25 43712 Misc. Entry landed 35mile for fuel


791075 25 43712 Misc. Entry landed 35mile per sat track







791015 25 43712 Misc. Entry endicott for 35mile 1130NC


791013 25 43712 Misc. Entry favoritechannel IBto35mile


791001 25 43712 Misc. Entry 35milew/2 95


790999 25 43712 Departed


790874 25 43712 ReadyTo Launch False


790873 25 43712 Manifest Printed


789990 25 43712 Time 7:00:00AM


784116 25 43712 Operator


774922 25 43712 DateChange 07/15/10


765601 25 43712 NewRecordAdded
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From: Rob Goldberg
To: Julie Cozzi
Cc: Jan Hill; Kathy Friedle
Subject: 35 Mile Heliport CUP
Date: Friday, December 11, 2015 10:53:04 PM

Hi Julie,

At the Planning Commission's meeting of December 10th we had a
discussion with Michael Wilson, the applicant and property owner, as well
as with Sean Brownell, the owner of Alaska Heliskiing, who wishes to use
the proposed heliport.  They said that the property was purchased in
2008 with the intent to have a heliport there.  They cleared a site and
showed us a letter from the FAA which approved it as a heliport.  They
also showed us a log of landings and re-fueling that had taken place at
the site from 2009 on.  

The requirement for a heliport to have a conditional use permit in the
General Use zone was enacted in 2011.  The evidence presented to us at
the meeting made the commissioners question whether this heliport was
pre-existing and did not need a conditional use permit.  A motion was
made, and approved unanimously, that this be sent to you, as acting
Borough Manager, for a decision.  I would be happy to discuss this with
you further, if you need more background information. 

Thank you.

Rob Goldberg
Chairman, Haines Borough Planning Commission 
 
Rob Goldberg and Donna Catotti 
Catotti and Goldberg Art Studio 
PO Box 1154 Haines, AK 99827 USA 
907-766-2707  
artstudioalaska.com

mailto:artstudioalaska@yahoo.com
mailto:jcozzi@haines.ak.us
mailto:jhill@haines.ak.us
mailto:kfriedle@haines.ak.us


From: S Diggity
To: Julie Cozzi
Subject: 35 mile use by right summary
Date: Saturday, December 12, 2015 7:34:34 AM

To the borough manager,

I believe that the previous historical helicopter activity at 35 mile has been substantial enough to claim
that this pre-existing use has allowed a use by right helipad. We have met the requirements as outlined
in borough code and can provide sufficient documentation to back this up.

I was fortunate to have a great working relationship with Jerry and Kathy Lapp while using the helipad
at 33 mile and it was during that time when Jerry Lapp suggested I try to Purchase the property at 35
mile from Sunny Jones.  Jerry advised that I could land helicopters up there as a use by right and  Jerry
told me that it was an ideal spot to operate because there were no neighbors within approximately a
mile of the property.

I contacted my long time friend and pilot Mike Wilson who works at coastal helicopters and together we
purchased the land in 2008 with the intent of putting in a helipad to conduct commercial helicopter
business at the 35 location.  At the time of purchase and for many years after, helipads were allowed in
the general use zone as a use by right and the helipad at 35 mile has been used lawfully ever since
without a single complaint.

In 2009 we applied to the FAA for a helipad on the property and in June of 2009 the FAA flew by
helicopter and landed at the site for an inspection.  In August of 2009 the FAA mailed out a letter of
approval of the helipad at our 35 mile property.

After the approval  in 2009 we placed a fueling system on sight and have been landing helicopters up
there for many different types of commercial helicopter activities every year since 2009 without ever
having a complaint or a 2 year lapse in activity.  These routine commercial activities have included
refueling, helicopter maintenance, transport of cargo and personnel for mining and communication
operations  as well as the installation of a microwave tower that directs high speed internet across the
klehini valley to Constantine minerals camp at porcupine.

From a logistical standpoint the helipad at 35 mile is strategic to
Helicopters transiting from Juneau to the interior around Fairbanks and beyond.  Topping off with fuel at
35 mile safely
allows pilots to fly the shortest route to Fairbanks over Canada to the next refueling station in TOK. 
Helicopters might otherwise have to fly along the coast which takes many many more hours of flight
and fuel. 35 Mile helipad provides an economical and safety benefit to all helicopters flying to the
interior of Alaska from southeast AK.

As you may know, the state of Alaska highway maintenance crew has abandoned this Mile long stretch
of highway where the 35 mile property is located and there are no longer any road services to the 35
mile property. There have been a number of occasions when we have accessed the property by
helicopter in the winter and spring to do routine maintenance  on the property when the road is
impassable.  Helicopters have landed up there during Heliski season so we could shovel snow off the
buildings and do repairs for damages caused to the structures by heavy accumulated snowfall.  We have
had substantial snow damage that crushed some of the additions to a couple buildings on more than
one occasion and have had to make many major repairs over the years.  It snows a lot up there.

There has also been a few occasions when Heliski guests were snowed in at 35 and we had to extract
them and their belongings from the property by helicopter.  We use the building at 35 to house some of
our guests during Heliski season.

A timeline of helicopter activity has been provided with a packet of supporting documentation from
coastal helicopters flight logs and other various documents to substantiate our claims.  I believe we
have provided enough documentation to prove the point we are making. If you need anything else

mailto:heliskialaska@gmail.com
mailto:jcozzi@haines.ak.us


please don't hesitate to ask.

Thank you for taking the time to make a determination for us on the use by right helipad that we have
been operating from at 35 mile since 2009.

Have a great day and I am looking forward to your reply,

Sincerely.

Sean Brownell

Shred the Pow

> On Dec 11, 2015, at 2:50 PM, Julie Cozzi <jcozzi@haines.ak.us> wrote:
>
> I think an actual written letter from you guys that this is a preexisting heliport and the reasons why it
should qualify as a use-by-right. I will then attach all of the other documentation to that letter and
make my ruling as manager.  Does that sound okay?
>
> Julie
>
> -----Original Message-----
> From: S Diggity [mailto:heliskialaska@gmail.com]
> Sent: Friday, December 11, 2015 2:45 PM
> To: Julie Cozzi
> Subject: 35 mile
>
> Hello Julie,
>
> Please let me know what else you may need from us to make your job easier on the 35 mile use by
right helipad.
>
> Mike has flown back to Juneau so he can access his computer and we are here ready to help!
>
> Sincerely,
> Sean Brownell
>
> Shred the Pow

mailto:heliskialaska@gmail.com


From: haines35lodge@gmail.com
To: Julie Cozzi
Subject: 35 Mile heli pad
Date: Monday, December 14, 2015 4:04:49 AM

Hi Julie,
 
I am writing to back up the letter sent by Sean.  I don't need to restate all he has said.  
 
I will reiterate the logistical advantage of the area for ferrying helicopters to the interior.  It
does save fuel and time to go the interior Canadian route if we do not have to land in Canada
and clear customs.  We used to be able to fly from Juneau to Northway (just barely), when
Northway lost it's fuel vendor we used the coastal route until we began to be able to fuel at
35 mile.  
 
We have used the location for some unscheduled maintenance troubleshooting, it is remote
but has amenities that help greatly; phone, facilities, and fuel.  The area is safe to be in and
easily accessible in the summer (thanks to the work Sean has done to keep the road open).
 
Thank you for taking the time to work on this.  If you have any questions please call me
when ever.
 
Mike

Mike Wilson
Juneau Alaska
907-209-0845

mailto:haines35lodge@gmail.com
mailto:jcozzi@haines.ak.us


December 15, 2015 

To: Haines Borough Assembly and Borough Mayor 

cc: Planning Commission, Borough Manager 

Re: Conditional Use Permit for 35 Mile heliport 

After two public hearings and one “Unfinished Business” item before the Planning Commission, 

Mike Wilson has decided that instead of seeking a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for a heliport 

at his 35 Mile property, he will claim “Use-by-Right” as an existing use. Why didn’t he make 

this claim soon after March 22, 2011, when heliports became a conditional use in the General 

Use Zone? Why did Mr. Wilson allow two public hearings on the CUP to proceed according to 

borough code and then just hours before the third Planning Commission meeting provide  

documents claiming existing use? Neither the commissioners nor the public had time before the 

meeting to review all the documents he submitted on the day of the meeting. I believe this last 

minute attempt to stop the Conditional Use Permit procedure is a disingenuous effort to 

circumvent the public process and I ask that the Planning Commission proceed with the CUP 

application.  

Mr. Wilson summarizes helicopter landings at his 35 Mile property from 2009-2015, however 

only the activity prior to March 22, 2011, should be evaluated to establish existing use. The rest 

of the data is intended to show continued use and is relevant only after existing use has been 

established. The unsubstantiated data he has provided does not establish existing use. Here is the 

data he provided for pre-March 22, 2011: 

An FAA initial visit (not declared a landing), 3 fueling events in 2010, and March thru April in 

2010 and 2011 for “some landings performed by Alaska Heli-Skiing for client movement when 

road unpassable due to snow.” One letter provided by Mr. Wilson is from an Alaska Heliskiing 

client, a freeskier/filmmaker from Norway, who states while visiting ‘Alaska Heliski,’ “At some 

time we got picked up by Helicopters directly outside the house to go skiing.” (March 2011) 

Since the 35 Mile property was neither on the list of existing use heliports nor had the PC 

approved its use, the heli-ski tour landings were not in compliance with borough code and can't 

be used to establish existing use. Also, enforcement action should be taken for Alaska 

Heliskiing’s use of an unauthorized heliport for heli-ski clients.  

5.18.080 Commercial ski tours, commercial ski productions and special ski competition 

events. 

……………………. 

F. General Permit Conditions and Regulations. Commercial ski tours, commercial ski 

productions and special ski competition events are governed as follows: 



………………………………………. 

14. Every permit holder shall use one of the following heliports: 

a. Haines Airport; 

b. The Stewart landing strip at 18 Mile Haines Highway; 

c. The heliport adjacent to the 33 Mile Roadhouse; 

d. Any heliport authorized by the Haines Borough planning commission as a conditional use. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

In light of the documents submitted by Mr. Wilson to establish existing use, it appears that he 

gave incomplete and incorrect information on his CUP application. In the application, Mr. 

Wilson doesn't claim prior use, in fact he states, "...we want to simply land a helicopter there." 

Mr. Wilson should be held accountable for submitting a misleading and incorrect CUP 

application. 

[Excerpts from Mr. Wilson's CUP application]: 

1. Describe how or why the specific development scheme of the use is consistent and in 

harmony with the comprehensive plan and surrounding land uses. 

This conditional use permit will allow the Alaska Heli-Skiing operation to move from the 

road side operation among residences at 33 mile to a more private, remote and safer 

operational area away from existing residences and vehicular traffic. 

……………………………………. 

1. Describe the safeguards that will be provided so that the use will not significantly cause 

erosion, ground or surface water contamination or significant adverse alteration of fish 

habitat on any parcel adjacent to state-identified anadromous streams. 

The land is already developed, we want to simply land a helicopter there. The FAA has 

reviewed the site and has granted a private heliport designation [sic] (AA35). To safe guard 

surface water we will have containment for all fueling systems and will provide restroom and 

trash collection services to handle all humsn [sic] waste. 

……………………………….. 

1. CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that I am the owner or duly authorized owner’s agent, that I have read this 

application and that all information is correct. I further certify that I have read, understand 



and will comply with all of the provisions and permit requirements outlined hereon. I also certify 

that the site plan submitted is a complete and accurate plan showing any and all existing and 

proposed structures on the subject property and that the use will comply with all required 

conditions and specifications, will be located where proposed and when developed, will be 

operated according to the plan as submitted. All contract work on this project will be done by a 

contractor holding valid licenses issued by the State of Alaska and the Haines Borough. 

Borough code defines a heliport as: 

18.20.020 Definitions – Regulatory. 

“Heliport” means a use or designated site for the routine commercial or private general 

operations, landing, takeoff, parking, storage, fueling, and/or maintenance of helicopters. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Three unsubstantiated landings to refuel at 35 Mile do not fit the definition of ‘heliport’ and do 

not constitute existing use.  

Mr. Wilson’s Conditional Use Permit application for a heliport at 35 Mile should be processed at 

the next Planning Commission meeting according to borough code.  

Thank you for your review of this important issue. 

Sincerely, 

Carolyn Weishahn 

 

 



Haines Borough 
POB 1209 
Haines, AK 99827 
 
December 14, 2015 
 
Dear Assembly, Mayor and Manager, 
 
I believe that the Conditional Use Permit for a heliport at the Wilson 35 mile property must still be 
obtained. It appears from the flight data submitted by the applicant that between six and ten 
landings occurred at the site prior to the adoption of Ordinance 11-02-257.  This does not 
constitute  “routine” operations. The FAA certification is for air traffic only, as it states, not ground 
operations. 
 
It is discouraging that rather than respecting the permitting process and the neighbors that object 
to this proposed use, the applicant has chosen to subvert the process by claiming historical use. 
We have planning code and laws for a reason, to require a public process so that non-conforming 
activities do not impact other property owners. 
 
Based on the past and current history of siting heliports on private property in the Haines 
Borough and the legal expense that accompanies these requests, I recommend that the Borough 
put a moratorium on conditional use permits for heliports. As stated in the Comprehensive Plan 
this activity should take place on public property that is appropriate for this high impact land use. 
 
Whether the operators agree to use a public heliport or not is a mute point. Once it is developed 
then use would be required by permit, as it is now for the heliski operators with the existing 
heliports.  This issue will continue to divide the residents and property owners of the Haines 
Borough until resolution by our government.   
 
Helicopter operations are highly intrusive on the values and the quality of life for many of the 
residents of our Borough. By allowing such activity on private property the Borough is negating its 
responsibility to protect those values for present and future property owners. 
 
It is disappointing that when Rob Goldberg the Chair of the Planning Commission canvased the 
issue of a public heliport in the upper valley, only one of the three permitted operators agreed to 
work with the Borough on it. If the other two businesses chose to work with our government and 
residents instead of consistently working against our community on the issue of helicopter noise, 
then considerable time and resources would be saved. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Thom Ely 
POB 1014 
Haines, AK 99827 
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