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Presentation Notes

Haines is the Gateway to the Interior of Alaska and Canada via the Valley of the Eagles Byway
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Scenic Byways” is a federal program that promotes America’s byways as “Roads to the Heart and Soul of America.”  A web search for scenic drives will take you to byways.org where you can find us by keying “Alaska” or any Alaskan town, or by clicking a drop-down menu.
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Haines Highway - Valley of the Eagles

State
Length: 44,0 mi / 70.8 km
Time to Allow: COne hour

This highwery connects the Inside Passage community of Haines with Hanes
Junction in the Yuken Termitory. First used by the Chillat Indians, the
highway became a packhorss trail to the Klondike goldfislds in the late
1880s. In 1943, the U S Army used the highwery as a military access road
during World Warll.

The story of the Hanes Highway is how the highway is submerged in the
naturd and cultural settings of the true home of the Bald Eagle.

The most significant naturd rescurce along the Haines Highway is the e
Chilkat River and the Alaska Chilkat Bald Eagle Preserve. The byway uns
through the Alaska Chilkast Bald Eagle Preserve along the Chilkat River and ( ] )

through the prime eagle roosting énd feeding grounds. This Preserve andits  \=ef Notice
ecosystern are of national and world significance due 1o hosting the largest

congregation of bald eagles in one location. The Chilkat River has the last

salmon run in Southesst Alaska and during the months from October 1o For road condtions in
February, more than 3,500 bald eagles will congregata within this 48,000 Alaska and Yukon, call
acre presenve [0 feed on the late spawning salmon. The eagles fly from more | 511 or visil

than 100 miles, as far awey as the Yukon, to gather at the preserve 511 slaska gov or

Tha Chilkat River is a vary unique body of water within the State of Alaska

Most rivers in Southeast Aleska fall from very high mountain elevations

rapidly down to the sea and have avery short langth. While this may be a

typical river in cther parts of Alaska, the river remains warm and ice-free

throughout the year creating a unique snvironment in the region. The i Local
combination of slow, meandening river cumrents, gravel aguifers, and Infarmation
consistent water temperature provides a most unusual and exceptional

situation for spawning fish and therr eggs. The Tlingt name Chilkat maans Haines Visitor Center

Haines Highway - Valley of the Eagles

The Haines Highway is also home to the Tlingit people. Kiukwan Vilage lays
approximately halfway along the highway and is home to the Chilkat people.
This permanent village offers a view into one of the very few niver-based
{rather than ocean-based) Thngit villages in Alaska. The Chilkat River has
supported Thngit peopla for centuries. Throughout that time, the people of
this village have maintainad an imp culura i ip with the bald
wagle, whose populations have aways been particularly high in this special
place, which the Thngit peopls named “Valley of the Eagles ” Like the sagle,
the Tlingt have lived from the riches of the Chillast River and their stories and
cultures ane interwoven.

Dunng the summer, autumn, and sarky winter, salmon runs in the nver
rounds out the diet of eagles. Like the eagles, the Tingit people also
subsisted off the rich year-round fish runs found in the Chilkat River.

come CLOSER

Gat Outdoors| And Enpory Mature

Make sura you have your camera handy on the Haines
Highwiay — Valley of the Eagles in Alaska- you may capture a
shot of an eagle makng a spectacular dve into the Chilkat
River to catch a fish|

comp CLOSER
to Enjoy the Ride...

“winter storage container for salmon . All spacies of Alaskan salmon Spawn in
the Chikat Rrver and its tributanes. This offers a massive volume of food for
awide vanety of creatures, including the bald eagle, black bear, and brown
bear. Eulachon is another fish that spawns annually in the Chilleat River. This
smelt-like fish spanams in the millions every spring and is extramely ligh in oil
content. This unique ecosystem and its hydrology and geology tells a
fascinating story 1o visitors.

This rich environment is home to a wide variety of creatures. A visit to
Haines and the surrounding aréa offers chances to sé& many mammals and
birds including moose, woll, coyotes, sea otters, mountain goas, ynx,
beavers, sea lions, humpback whales and orca whales, More than 120
species of birds have been sighted in this valley, including rumpeter swens
and arctic terns

122 Second Avenue
Haines, AlK 99827
907-766-2234

Haines Highway :

Read all about Alaska's

Hanes Highway

J Print-n-Go

Visit the Print-n-Go page

o view and prmt traved

mbtmi:fil e2//Z:\Administration' Project Clerk\Det

—

ways.. 2/5/2011

WWW.byways.org
Valley of the Eagles Byway: Overview

1-Day Trip: Haines, The Valley of the

paa

Wildlife opportunities abound along thes highwery which
Include moosa, bears, eagles, and wolves, There are many
pulkouts end stops 1o make beyond...

related facts about this
bywvay for your reference
asyou &rive Haines
Highwary - Valley of the
Eagles.

Erintn:Go

mbtml:fil e2//Z:\A dmini
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Presentation Notes
Our overview page – note that related articles about Haines can be accessed at this webpage.

http://www.byways.org/

Haines, The Valley of the Eagles - linerary

':I:‘i:es, :ﬁ“ 4= Eﬁ; Eagles

Deparure:  Hanes Visitor Center, Alaska
Destinason.  Dalton Cachell) S -Canada Border, Alaska

Tirna to allow. 1 day

VAl hify i this haghweay which i . bivers, daghes, and wolvis. Thete ere
riany pulkouts and stops to make beyond the museums and stractions of downtown Haines that will clarfy
e history and culture of the Tingits and early setters as wel as wikdife. The predomnant theme is the
wage and how history and culure &5 wll &5 present dey ovents are weapped around te sagle and its
AniStencs in the vilkey. Fal is thi best ime 1o witness the phenomancn of the gahering of the saghs.
‘Visitors should be cognizant of diving conditions in the winter montns.

Day 1
+ Stark: Haines Visitor Center

The first in-person expenience with Hanes for marry travelsrs is the Visitors Center in downtown
Haings. This facilty i well-located and weil-staffed. It providas the orentation nfumm that 2 visitor
ieds. This Vissiors Conter <n oment the il er d on thie Eywiay
and provide area and road information.

* Stop 1: Fort Wiliam H. Seward

Witen leaving the vistor center, tum left on to
Sacond Avenui. Drivie on block 10 $1op Sign,
Cwections. tum lsft on Haines Highway. Crive a quarter
from prvious M. Fort Seward buildngs an on left, Lise Fort
placer Saweard Walkang Tour Brochura for details of this
area.

Diztance from
Privious Ste

Travel i
from Prowious I minutes
Sita;

0.4 mikes | 06 km

Suggested

Tima atThis 1 hour

Site:

This sarly 1300s wood-structusre fort consists of miltary housing, bamacks, mitary ancilary buildngs
and parade grounds, Today, the tecility is @ midure of private housing, shops, restaurants,
workshops, erman faciisies, snd lodgng Flans se undarway 1o complet the preservetion and
restoration of bulldings that have not yet been occupied The fort s located within walking distance of
dowmiown & yandis an

Stop 2: Sheldon Museum and Cultural Center

Tum left on to the Haings Highway from any
road lainving the Fort Seward area Turn nght
Cirections from 00 10 Second Aventse Tum right on ta Man
pravious place Street, Crive two tenths of amile. Mussum i
on right

Destance from
Prinious Ste

Travel Time
from Frevious 2 minutes.
Siter

0.4 il {06 b

hitp:weww byways org/explore/bywaya' 12395/ itinerary/8002 1

Valley of the Eagles Byway: Itinerary

Haines, The Valley of the Eagles - linerary

Supgested
;lw atThis 45 minutes

This is & high-guality community mussum in dowritown Haines tat covers the I|ISInl‘f of the area from
Tt cuklsre, to early and fi . TOTECent years The
RIS INCIUNS PUMATCUS atiacts s The o L
understanding of the Haines Highweay comidor.

» Stop 3: American Bald Eagle Foundation

Tum left o to Main Street. Turn left on to
Second Avenue. Tum left on Haines Highway
Directions WOM s v,4cic.an Bald Eaghe Foundation is on the
BrOIOUS PIBCE coonar of Haines Highway and Sacond Avenus.

Distance from
Previous Sie:

Travad Timie
from Previous 4 minubes
Siter

0.3 il 0.5 krn

Suggested

Time et This 1 hour

Site:

M exceptional facility located in downtown Haines, this facibty offers a quality natural history museum
nd e hundreds of cther spaces found

mm thi Chilkt Vallery and around Ham Prublic lectunes on thi prasaerve and thie naturel

- Stop 4: Anway Homestead

Tun left on to the Haines Highway . Drive:

eppraamately 1.5 miles. Amway Housa 15 on
Diroctions oM gt across from Valey of the Eaghes Golf
prévious place: Course and Driving Rangs.

Destamnca from
Previous Sie:

Trarvad Timie
from Provious 5 minutes
Siter

15miles i 24 km

Suggested

Time at This 30 minutes.

Site:

'lns nomestmmsmln 1003 and & undargoing rectoration $o it can ba apanad 10 the public.

P iy pionger vanous
mwmaﬁm i jon of Anway's gerdens and
crchiard that produced mary famous Alaskan varisties of strawberes and apples.

Stop 5: Haines Arport

Tum 1 and head noh on the Haines Hi Turn left an
Dractions fiom provious somearonng oy T
place

Destance from Prvicus St 1.5 miles / 24 bk

;gvvl Time trom Frvious g oy goe
b

Supgested Time at This Site: 15 minutes

htp:/www byways org/explore/byways 12395 /itinerary/8002 1

—
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Presentation Notes
The site gives a milestone itinerary :  the view from the pullouts at Nukdik Point, the Visitor Center, community museums and attractions….


Haines, The Valley of the Eagles - linerary

This site was once the home of the Tlingt vilage of Kiukaoo. The village shaman had a vision that the
villagi would be destroyed end relocatod it 1o prasent diy Klukwan, A short timi later & large
landziide destroyed the old village sits.

+ Stop 9: Council Grounds River Trail

Turn north up the Hanes Highway and dive &
Dirgctions from ) Vi
oIS ElcR miles to the Coundil Ground Visitor Area.

Distance from
i 5 Sk 06 milies £ 1.0 ke

Traved Tirmw From
Previous Site:

Suggested Tirms o
This Site:

This faclity offers parking, rewms_nu:mc shelter, RV parking, water, river

arcess, ras and P 5igns at Cou

covir the eaght population wdvnavvul OCOSYSHON of (o rivar 83 it rolates to the river, The Trai
connects the Councl North Councl

v this village of Klubwan, Much of thi trail is
pansals along & and is a great faclity. The vilage of wery much ke to trail
ail the way to har new culural center and ey are workng now on the engneenng plens to build the
wtinSion

Stop 10: North Council Grounds

2 Turn left on the Haines Highway and drive 1.4 miles. Morth Council
Dicectons 6 PIEW9US  Grunds pulkou s on the et

3 minutes

3hours

Dxstance from Frevious.
Site:

14emdes! 22 km

Travel Time from
Previous Site

Suggested Tima at This
Site

T minutes

10 minutes

This faciity has similar smenities 1o the Council Grounds ste. Both stes are managed by thi State
Parks. and are in excelent condiion. This is 8 popular area for viewng eagles in the fall

- Stop 11:

Tum left on the Hanes Highway to Klukwan Village.
Dwections from Tum left & Kiukovan sign. Hertags cents (5 donn the
previous plsce hill o1 the left

Distance from
Previous St
Travid Tim from
Privious St

%"I?;a” Time 8 hour 30 minutes
This faclity is located in the Hukwan tribal village 21 miles up the Hanes
. Thie Cuttural Learning Camp is now constructed and includes a nbal long house, a canving
M and a mm and akows the exhibiion and pertormance of marty culural ogpOUnIies
a5 heditag, g camp and ncluds an exhibit hal
M static arestaurant, bald eagle viewing and
mlrpratation and BCess 1O recriation rails along the Chilkat River. This facility will becorms the

08 miles /1.3 km

5 minutes

hitp:/fwww byways org/explore/bywaya' 12395 /itinerary/80021

Haines, The Valley of the Eagles - linerary

major cultural destinaion batwaen Hanes and the Canada bordar and is Rkely to ba Alaska's Praméor
Cultural Harags Contar

Stop 12: Klshini River Scenic Viewing Area
Tum keft on the Hanes Highway and drive

Dwactions from i
- e il 5.2 mils. Viewing area is on the left

Distance from
Presoas Sto. 5.2 miles 8.3 bm

Travel Time from
Previous Site

Sum Tirma ot
This Site:

10 minutes

15 minutes

This site ws diviloped by »QW'ISPF during ". mmmm of thi nm.ﬁ OM of thi Haines
al

Highway It consists of
Trads. There are picnic tabiss, viewing scopes and small covered shelter,

+ Stop 13: Mile 33 Roadhouse

2 Turn left on the Hanes Highway and drive &3 miles to the restaurant
Dcactons e PIOVIOUS  faciny which il b on the fight

gi-;mmmpms &3 miles £ 10,1 km

Travel Time from
Previous Sie:

Supgested Tims at This
Site:

10 minutes

45 minutes

This long ding cibi i% @0 i aong the Hanes Highway and is @ jump-off
peoint for the wanter extrame sport of hell.sbaing. This facilty provides fuel senices and is an exceliant
dning oplion especially for breakfast and lunch being known for 5 Mie 33 Burger.

- End: Dalton Cache/lU.S.Canada Border

Tum night on to the Haines Highway and drive 7.3 miles norh to the
Dwections from ~ US#Canadien Border. This LIS Customs office is on the left with parking behind
previous place the buddng.

Distance from
Previous Site:
Traved Time from
Previous Stec
The Bureau of Land Management masntains the Dalton Cache, an unstaffed historic cabin that is not
open to the public on the Canadalts border. This site has several interpretive and celebratony sgns
ndicating thit the Cache has served &% a toll housa for the Dallon Trail, & roadhouse, snd Customs
office. The now boardadup facility is not visble to drivers and the access is only allowed after
checking in with the US Border Agents i e Customs office. There i no signage at this ime alerting
Trinvlers 1o thi Site énd it is agints g tothe
structure.

T3Amiles/ 11.7km

15 minutes

Totals for Day 1

Total Distance Traveled. 50.1 mies ! 0.2 km
Tl Traval Tirme: 1 hewr 43 mrinutes

htp:/www byways org/explore/byways 12395 /itinerary/8002 1

alley of the Eagles Byway: Itinerary (cont.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
…the Eagle Council Grounds, Jilkaat Kwaan Heritage Center, 33 Mile Roadhouse – an “institution along the highway and a jump off point for the extreme sport of heli-skiing“ – and Dalton Cache at the US Canada Border.



Gaining a National Scenic Byway designation is
an Economic Development Strategy


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The plan describes what we can do to make Haines a competitive destination.   The plan was prepared for the Haines Borough in 2007 by Jensen Yorba Lott with Whiteman Consulting and John Whiteman, a Byways Consultant.  The working group included local people and a representative of the Haines Junction Chamber of Commerce.  Valley of the Eagles Byway was designated an Alaska State Scenic Byway in 2009.
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Presentation Notes
Valley of the Eagles Scenic Byway begins at the ferry terminal in Lutak Inlet. 
The Byway needs a highway “Gateway”.  The gateway gives meaning to the byway and promotes curiosity and learning. 


r meaning are those that

d; we want to return.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
These ideas are from the Haines Highway Corridor Partnership Plan.


people, signs, audio tours

tell a story about a place or



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our strategy includes adding meaning to travelers’ experiences…interpreting what we know about ourselves and our environment to give meaning to their journey.


2.7 MILE PULLOUT

I ORGANIZE PARKING & DEVELOP
| L | SCENIC VIEWING AREA

DOWNTOWN HAINES

I | PROVIDE SIGNS FOR ATTRACTIONS
}'H & DESTINATIONS

P IMPROVE DOWNTOWN BEAUTIFICATION &
PORTAGE COVE MAKE PEDESTRIAN IMPROVEMENTS

FORT SEWARD

I8 |MPROVE INTERPRETATION FOR
h § HISTORY & CULTURE OF FORT

HISTORIC MP 0 CONTINUE HISTORIC BUILDING RESTORATION
OF HAINES HIGHWAY | [ j

J

The easiest way is the truck route out of town
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Presentation Notes
We all know too well that cars motor off the ferry directly onto Lutak Road and often bypass Haines. Information must be provided to motorists disembarking at Haines who face the decision of whether to travel up the highway …or spend a night in Haines. To help in that decision, we must tell travelers of the great opportunities that await them in Haines.  Where is the best place to do that?


Ferry Terminal: j{f‘}---E
Requires backtrack | _
Ferry freight is staged on forWard apron ~U

Drivers are anxious, need to ¢rlent \..__\.\__“_é T T
Vehicles are Caravanned | RN s s

| Tl T
Tanani Point Pullout | N\’ |

- | | Tanani Point

Too near embarkation, too far-from town & ieneniront
Better accommodates northerly trafﬂc %
Toilets are the draw f>‘fi% %
Travelers will be drawn to NuH(dlk Pomt wsta”j@i Moy Haines

! J ﬂ B A : R ——
Nukdik Point Pullout ‘ ‘s |
Compelling vista

Travelers are secure: can see\communlty/amenltles
Safer traffic pattern than Tanani pullout
Backdrop is the destination (community)
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/Van Dort Subdivisio . terminal

Pavilion/ Commemorative shelter.

ROW //__ : .
_\,-/"— \,u\a“?pad

y _’,‘ : e i
&/

. - - >4 . o
(. View carridor to Haines and Ft. Wi iam | / 4

.
Trail te town

Nukdik Point Gateway
Haines, AK

Possible Site Plan — Nukdik Point Gateway
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Presentation Notes
This conceptual drawing was developed by Chris Mertl, the Project Manager for the Corridor Partnership Plan.
Note the View Corridor coming from the north – it is clear of obstructions, and the placement of a welcome sign is strategic for photographing family and friends with Haines and the Chilkat Range in the Background. A beachwalk extending around the full arc of Portage Cove can be anchored at this site. Other uses for interpretation and story telling are accommodated at the site. 





WELCOME
TO
HAINES ALASKA

VALLEY OF THE EAGLES BYWAY
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Presentation Notes
Alaska Indian Arts, Inc., a local nonprofit organization,  has suggested this welcome and gateway sign that speaks to community character and pride.  The pole – the Tahoe Pole – exists. This sign mimics the Welcome sign that visitors see as they enter Haines from the Haines Highway north. 


UnS

UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA
SOUTHEAST

lears - engage - change

Give online at the
University of Alaska
Foundation's
Secure Website:

htips:#/ssl.ual.edu/ua/uatoundforms/
securegifthtml

Or mail your form to
Univarsity of Alaska Southeast
Office of Development & Alumni Relations
11120 Glacier Hwy., Juneau, AK 89801

For information call (907) 796-6416

or 1-877-465-4827 axt. 6416
Email: development @uas. alaska.edu

Thank you for your support of
higher education in

Riley-Freer
Memorial Scholarship
Seeks to Benefit
Generations of Students
Through Endowment

Alaska pioncers and longtime friends Richard ‘Olck”
Froer, George

Danner Il and Burke Riley

Southeast Alaska.

UAS i an AAEQ educational institution.

waw . bORKERILEY, Com

Biogr‘apl-ng

Homc I biograpl-lq I Scl'lclal"sl'lip | ]’ictur::s | l_inks

Born in Kalispell, Montana, on April 2, 1914, Burke Riley was the second of five children of Margaret Dryer Riley |
and Edmund Burke Riley. He grew up in Yakima, Washington, where with Dick Freer he was a member of Boy |
Scout Troop 9, led by the legendary Curtiss Gilbert. During the summers he worked in the Yakima fruit

memorative Memorial Opportunity

—
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Presentation Notes
Local historians including John Schnabel imagine using the site to commemorate Burke Riley, previous owner of Nukdik Point,  and an important figure in Haines’ development.  Burke Riley served as the first Chief of Staff for the new State of Alaska in 1959.  
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Presentation Notes
Collaboration with local tribes could fund interpretive displays celebrating local culture and directing travelers to local attractions and the Jilkaat Kwann Heritage Center in Klukwan.


Photo by Fam Randles

Geography and Environment


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Collaboration with Takshanuk Watershed and other environmental groups might result in funding for natural history interpretation .




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some say that Haines is defined by Eagles, Tlingit Heritage and Outdoor Recreation.  We can promote local, regional and international opportunities…rejuvenating the Golden Circle Route


Alaska

All-American Road
Seward Highway

National Scenic
Byway

Inside Passage Route
Gulf Route

Glenn Highway

State Scenic Byways
Dalton Highway

Steese Highway
Taylor Highway
Parks Highway
Richardson Highway
Haines Highway
Sterling Highway
Alaska Railroad

= wz‘fé%
Scenic Byways philosophy:
Develop and Manage Byways to serve Communities
that cater to and benefit from travelers.
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Presentation Notes
A successful byway uses the programs to recognize, conserve and/or enhance the unusual qualities of the road, then uses the road to create a tourism product that appeals to travelers and results in economic benefits. 


Plan for Public Use and Access
in the City of Haines

city of haines
port chilkoot/

portage cove,
area meriting 2 Haines Coastal

apecial attention .
haines, alaska | | Management Program
Revision

Final Draft Plan Amendment 2005

@ Prepared for the
= City of Haines

by

Haines 4 Prepared
Pedestrian Study Sheinberg Associstes

June 2001

Comprehensive Plan

April, 2004

ines Planning History
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Presentation Notes
Haines has been planning its waterfront for 29 years.  The idea of a beachwalk or pedestrian path around the arc of the cove connecting the Portage Cove Campground to Nukdik Point is described in the Comprehensive Plan.  Every planning document addresses the value of Nukdik point, the beach and tidepools for recreation and public access.  The Coastal Management Program encourages acquisition of the property.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
The opportunity to purchase land at Nukdik Point provides us an opportunity to anchor the Valley of the Eagles Byway and continue acting on our economic development strategies to develop Haines as a world class destination. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The opportunity to develop 3 acres of strategic ground, close to the community, with accessible shoreline, for public recreation, interpretation and commemoration presents  a multi-generational decision.  The potential private property tax revenue loss is estimated at $36,000 annually.  The question is:  what do we gain by continuing to work our Scenic Byway program?  What is the spin-off effect to local businesses and community growth and development?



Purchase Price for three
acres of land: $450,000

Estimated Development
Costs

Planning: $50,000
Civil: $140,000

Architectural &
Landscape: $300,000

Signage: $80,000

Total: $1,020,000

OPPORTUNITY: To strategically locate a community Gateway through
collaborations with federal, state and tribal entities.
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Presentation Notes
The only number shown that is known is the purchase price.


boating visitors


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The project can be described as integral to the development of a seawalk along Portage Cove, bringing other funders into the project.  




Presenter
Presentation Notes
When you change your perspective, things thought impossible become real. 
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